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Within UNESCO, the Millennium Development Goals are being taken into account both in current work and in the Organization’s goals in the strategic programme budget for 2002-2007 (Medium-Term Strategy, document 31 C/4), which gives high priority to the eradication of poverty, especially extreme poverty. There is already a considerable degree of alignment in the education goals as the Millennium Declaration reflected two of the Education for All (EFA) goals adopted at the World Education for All Forum (Dakar, April 2000).

UNESCO contributes to the achievement of each of the MDGs through its fields of competence – education, the sciences, culture, communication and information – with a special focus on the urgent needs of disadvantaged and excluded groups or geographic regions, countries or groups of countries. UNESCO therefore fully supports multi-sectoral policies and programmes designed to achieve the MDGs and will work in all areas of its competence to the attainment of the MDGs.

In general, UNESCO fully supports increased attention to: (a) establishing a greater complementarity between the MDGs and the other quantitative and qualitative goals established in the Millennium Declaration and other international agreements; (b) raising the profile of neglected development “soft” issues such as culture (cultural diversity, culture and development, cultural heritage, etc.) in the pursuit of MDGs; (c) drawing in flexible manner on existing mechanisms, rather than creating new ones.

A key contribution by UNESCO to MDGs will be the development of a culture of evidence-based policy – nationally, regionally and internationally – through the collection and use of high quality, timely data in education, science and technology, communications and culture. The UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) is the focal point for UNESCO’s data collection efforts and concentrates on four key areas: (a) guardianship of cross-national data through regular collections of key data, including those required for monitoring progress towards MDGs, EFA, data-sharing and dissemination; (b) development of appropriate methodology for new indicators and improvement of existing indicators (this includes identifying inequalities within nations, disaggregation by gender, rural/urban, indicators for early childhood care and education, non-formal education, etc.); (c) assistance to countries (training) with a view to improving their capacities for data collection, use and analysis though training and other support; (d) analysis and interpretation of cross-national data in order to inform policy development and monitoring.

Goal 1: Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger.  The eradication of poverty is pursued in all fields of UNESCO’s competence as an integrated, multi-sector concern. In addition, UNESCO’s strategy for 2002-2007 has identified the “Eradication of poverty, especially extreme poverty” as a cross-cutting theme, and several intersectoral projects are ongoing. Programmes with a particular focus on poverty eradication include the development of technical and vocational education (TVET); the management of water resources and related ecosystems; development and promotion of cultural heritage, industries, and crafts; microcredit (especially for women with emphasis on income generation and education); communication (especially community radios). UNESCO considers that adult literacy and development of lifelong training learning – which is key to raising the competencies and life-skills necessary for income generation among disenfranchised adults, especially in rural areas – is a key component for the achievement of this MDG goal and should be adequately reflected. UNESCO, which is lead agency in the UN Literacy Decade, urges the use of the adult literacy indicator to assess progress in the direction of this MDG. In addition, UNESCO is also an active member of the Initiative on Education in Situations of Emergency and Crisis and a member of its Steering Committee with UNHCR, UNICEF, NGOs and bilateral donor agencies.
Goal 2: Achieve Universal Primary Education. UNESCO is Secretariat for the Education for All initiative and is in charge of coordinating EFA partners and maintaining their collaborative momentum (Dakar Framework for Action, articles 19 and 20). As such, it fully supports the view expressed at the 11 April 2002 Retreat of the CEB that “In pursuing a multisectoral approach to the achievement of the MDGs, and mobilizing the entire system in this effort, care must be taken to draw on existing mechanisms, rather than creating new ones, and to avoid rigid frameworks and super-structures. The 6 major objectives in the area of education adopted at the Dakar World Conference and the specific follow-up mechanisms identified to accomplish these objectives were cited as a clear example. The proposed MDG Campaign, particularly the Millennium Project, should complement rather than supersede the mechanisms already in place, by facilitating a systematic exchange of information and experience and the over-all assessment of progress in the implementation of the Millennium Declaration.” UNESCO’s contribution to the achievement of education-related MDGs will therefore substantially draw on the mechanisms and instruments set in place for EFA, especially the annual EFA Monitoring Report and the High Level Group on Education for All (article 19, Dakar Framework for Action), the EFA Observatory set up within the UNESCO Institute for Statistics, and the Working Group on EFA which gathers representatives of governments, regional bodies, bilateral and multilateral donor agencies and non-governmental organizations. In addition, UNESCO has developed an International strategy to operationalize the Dakar Framework for Action on Education for All (April 2002).

A substantial portion of UNESCO’s programmes are key elements in the attainment of this specific MDG, especially the development of teacher training capacity (training institutes, teacher status, use of ICTs, etc.), the expansion of early childhood and education, the development of non-formal approaches to education, diversifying languages of instruction, decentralized educational governance, renewed action in the normative field (right to education, non-discrimination in education).

Goal 3: Promote Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment. This MDG contains only one target, which is essentially education-related (“Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education, preferably by 2005, and in all levels of education no later than 2015”) and which is substantially a translation of the Dakar Framework For Action, goal 5 (the latter adds a dimension: “basic education of good quality”).
 UNESCO’s contribution to the attainment of this MDG is therefore part of its larger role as coordinator and secretariat of the EFA initiative. In addition, UNESCO is mandated under the Beijing Platform for Action, Para 87, to contribute to the evaluation of the progress achieved in education and literacy programmes, to strengthen national capacities to that purpose, to conduct and international campaign promoting the rights of women and girls to education, and to concentrate resources on basic education for women and girls.

Gender is now mainstreamed throughout UNESCO’s strategy and programmes. These include: the promotion of the full enjoyment of cultural rights and human rights, including the right to education. One way of implementing the right to education is through literacy programmes targeting principally girls and women; emphasis is also placed on education that helps to meet the challenges of poverty and exclusion by promoting life skills and access to the world of work, in particular through technical and vocational education, microcredit schemes, and using non-formal and distance education. 

 One example of many such approaches is the Guidance, Counseling and Youth Development for Africa (Malawi Centre), which focuses on the needs of girls and women. Women’s participation at all levels is encouraged, whether in teaching and research programmes, in access to the press and audiovisual media (and their image therein), in community development programmes, or in public life (through cooperation with parliamentarians).

Goal 4: Reduce Child Mortality. Women’s education and school-based health programmes contribute to the reduction of child mortality rates. UNESCO launched in 2000 the interagency initiative FRESH (Focusing Resources on Effective School Health) with UNICEF, WHO and the World Bank, as a united agency response to recent trends in growing recognition on the need to improve holistic approaches and multiple strategies - rather than individual approaches - to promote health and nutrition through schools. This includes: (i) health-related school policies, (ii) provision of safe water and sanitation as the essential first steps towards a healthy physical, learning environment, (iii) skills based health education, and (iv) school-based health and nutrition services. As a sponsor of UNAIDS, UNESCO also carries out preventive education programmes (see below). In addition, activities carried out in the field of fresh water resources play an important role in the reduction of child diseases and mortality; UNESCO is home to the International Hydrological Programme (IHP) and is the Secretariat to the World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP).
Goal 5: Improve Maternal Health. Women’s education constitutes a key area for improving maternal health. The FRESH initiative referred above also contributes to early girls’ health education, as does the overall activity of UNESCO in favor of universities and centres of excellence.

Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases. UNESCO intends to contribute to curbing the epidemic by taking a lead role in preventive education within the global framework of the United Nations system, in particular UNAIDS.
 It will build on its unique interdisciplinary experience by combining educational policies, approaches and practices, knowledge from science, sensitivity to diverse cultural and social contexts and capacity-building in communication. UNESCO’s strategy will focus on addressing the needs of those who are most vulnerable to HIV/AIDS, including the poor, young girls and women, and out-of-school children and youth. UNESCO’s response to the HIV/AIDS pandemic will seek to combat complacency, challenge stigmatization, overcome the tyranny of silence, and promote more caring attitudes. In cooperation with UNAIDS co-sponsors, Member States, civil society partners and the private sector, UNESCO’s contribution to the fight against the HIV/AIDS pandemics will concentrate on: 
· Comprehensive and broad-based HIV/AIDS education and prevention campaigns conducted, particularly among the 15-24 age group in Africa and South Asia;

· Effective preventive education strategies in both formal and non-formal settings devised and implemented particularly in severely affected Member States, including the Focusing Resources for Effective School Health (FRESH) initiative;

· Development of clearly targeted and culturally sensitive preventive education methods and materials;

· Impact of HIV/AIDS pandemic on educational capacities assessed. 
UNESCO is part of the inter-agency initiative on AIDS, schools and education, whose draft strategy focuses on two main tracks: (i) Responding to the impact of AIDS on education, and
(ii) Using education for AIDS prevention, within a continuum of care and support. Finally, UNESCO will continue to explore the ethical dimensions of the HIV/AIDS pandemic, including access to treatment and vaccine.

Goal 7: Ensure Environmental Sustainability. UNESCO contributes to environmental sustainability through education for sustainable development, the promotion and application of science for sustainable development (science policies and capacity-building), the development of ethical principles and guidelines for sustainable development; developing and sustaining the world’s freshwater and marine resources and their supporting ecosystems (including Small island developing States), ensuring sustainable development through cultural diversity, and contributing to sustainable development through the media and information and communication technologies. In particular, UNESCO’s programmes will contribute to this MDG in in various ways:

· UNESCO is home to several intergovernmental programmes in the field of natural and social sciences -- the International Hydrological Programme (IHP), the Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB), the Intergovernmental Oceanic Commission (IOC), the International Geological Correlation Programme (IGCP), and the Management of Social Transformations (MOST). UNESCO is also home to the International Hydrological Programme (IHP) and is the Secretariat to the World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP). It is also home to the International Bioethics Committee and to the World Commission on the Ethics of Scientific Knowledge and Technology (COMEST).
· UNESCO is Task Manager of the International Work Programme on Education, Public Awareness and Sustainability adopted in 1996 by the Intergovernmental Commission for Sustainable Development (CSD) of the United Nations in pursuance of Agenda 21, the action plan of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992; as such, UNESCO pursues a leading task in the field of education for sustainable development.

· UNESCO also carries out activities for the protection of the natural heritage as part of its mandate as secretariat of the 1972 World Heritage Convention.

· UNESCO’s programme on Environment and development in coastal regions and in small islands (CSI) contribute to environmentally sustainable, socially equitable, culturally respectful and economically viable development in these areas. 

Goal 8. Develop a Global Partnership for Development. UNESCO’s strategy and programmes address several aspects of this MDG, in particular as concerns LDCs and small island developing States, but also with regard to the development of technical and vocational education (which will contribute to decent and productive work for youth), and scientific and ethical issues related to HIV/AIDS. Further discussion may be necessary to clarify the parameters of this MDG. 

� See for information � HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/education/efa/" ��http://www.unesco.org/education/efa/�. The text of the International strategy is at  http://www.unesco.org/education/efa/global_co/comprehensive_efa_strategy.shtm


�  “Eliminating gender disparities in primary and secondary education by 2005, and achieving gender equality in education by 2015, with a focus on ensuring girls’ full and equal access to and achievement in basic education of good quality”.


� UNESCO’s strategy for HIV/AIDS prevention is available  http://www.unesco.org/iiep/english/indexen.htm.





