ASPnet schools in the Cook Islands and Saint Lucia win Sandwatch Project Competition
9 September 2005:  “Animals on the Beach:  An Opinion Poll,” “Operation Love Your Beach,” and “Footprints in the Sand” were among the titles of school projects entered in an inter-regional schools competition organized by Sandwatch, a  project of the Associated Schools Project Network (ASP) and Small Islands Voice (SIV). Judges had a difficult task choosing winners from the 30 outstanding beach enhancement projects which were planned, designed, implemented and evaluated by students at primary and secondary schools in Caribbean, Indian Ocean and Pacific island countries.

Altogether, 25 schools (in eight Caribbean island states and territories and one Pacific island state) submitted entries. At the primary level, first prize went to Nikao Maori School, Cook Islands and at the secondary level, to Castries Comprehensive Secondary School, St. Lucia. One jury member summed up the entries as follows:   “The entries were inspiring and illustrate . . . ways in which Sandwatch has become integrated across school curricula.  They provide many different examples of ‘education for sustainable development in action’ ranging from a Cuban school which focused on enhancing the understanding of construction workers at a beachfront hotel about caring for the beach environment, to a school in St. Vincent and the Grenadines which restored a degraded coastal area and ensured the local community adopt their project, thereby providing for continuation after the competition.  Schools in The Bahamas and Cook Islands demonstrated perseverance and ingenuity when their beaches were destroyed by hurricanes/cyclones. Sandwatch is an activity in which students with special needs, such as autism, can get involved, as shown by a Cuban entry.”
Sandwatch seeks to contribute to the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development through involving school students, with the support of local communities, in the enhancement and wise management of their beach environments in small island states. Sandwatch will also be presented at the Caribbean Conference on Education for Sustainable Development, 18-20 October 2005, Kingston, Jamaica. 

For more information on Sandwatch, please contact u.miura@unesco.org or GillianCambers@aol.com, or consult the websites below:

 

http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-URL_ID=33884&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://www.unesco.org/csi/smis/siv/inter-reg/sandw.htm
 
Full list of winners:  
Primary Schools

First prize to Nikao Maori School, Cook Islands, for a well designed project focusing on revegetation, community awareness and recycling, which managed to achieve significant changes in the habits of beach goers despite the setbacks endured during an extremely active Pacific cyclone season.

Second prize to Hope Town Primary School, The Bahamas, for a project focusing on dune revegetation and visitor education, and for the school’s versatility in restructuring the project following the coastal damage sustained during the 2004 hurricane season.

Third prize to Escuela Primaria Seguidores de Camilo y Che, Cuba, for a well designed and successful project focusing on enhancing the community’s understanding about beach contamination and littering. 

Secondary Schools

First prize to Castries Comprehensive School, St Lucia, where the students put together a detailed report addressing the issue of beach contamination and the influence of pollutants originating from further inland and transported to the beach by a river.

Second prize to Bequia Community High School, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, where the students worked with the community to clean and beautify a coastal area suffering chronic pollution problems and ensured that the activities would continue beyond the life of the competition.

Third prize to Coleridge and Parry School, Barbados, for a project that sensitized the community about caring for their beach and environment as a long term initiative involving both government agencies and community organizations.

Special Awards

Special effort award to three schools: Escuela Especial Dora Alonso, Vocacional de Arte Dominica del Amo, and Secundaria Básica José Echeverría, Cuba, where students of varying ages, including those with special needs, worked together to address beach contamination.

Special effort award to Sandy Point High School, St. Kitts and Nevis, for a project focusing on beach stewardship whereby beach goers were encouraged to take responsibility for their own actions, and where the private sector played a key role.

Originality award to IPVCE Comandante Ernesto Ché Guevara, Cuba, for focusing their efforts on reaching out to construction workers employed at a beach hotel, and increasing their understanding about the beach and coastal environment.

 

