UNESCO’s Participation in the World Youth Festival, Barcelona 2004

The Universal Forum of the Cultures is a pioneering, global event focusing on cultural diversity, sustainable development and the conditions for peace. It will be held in Barcelona from 9 May to 26 September 2004, bringing together participants and visitors from all over the world. UNESCO contributes to this event as main partner, offering its intellectual values and ideas, as well as its international networks, thereby helping to promote the event and to increase its impact. 

As part of the Universal Forum of Cultures Barcelona 2004, the IIIrd World Youth Festival will be held from 8 to 14 August 2004, being one of the main fora for debates with an expected number of 10,000 participants. UNESCO’s Section for Youth will actively participate in this festival by organizing a Youth Forum, thus ensuring an adequate representation of the values and principles of UNESCO in the Festival.
The theme of the UNESCO Youth Forum will be “Language as Violence, Violence as Language”, and will deal with issues regarding young’s people perception of the violence they experience in society, and, vice-versa, the expression of violence by youth vis-à-vis their social environment, always taking into account the key concept of language. The Forum will last for four days, from 9 to 12 August 2004. 

The Forum’s topics, as currently envisaged, will be: 

a. Violence as a daily language in the reality of youth

b. Violence in the media and in fiction

c. Violence as a substitute language in communication

d. Alternative languages to violence

Place
 

The Youth Forum will be held in the International Convention Centre of Barcelona (CCIB), a large three-story building with rooms and halls of varying capacity (hosting between 75 and 2,000 people). The CCIB also includes several multipurpose spaces, exhibition rooms and a press centre. Details of the rooms for the plenary and the working-group meetings will appear on the notice boards at the Forum, as well as being made available on the Forum’s website. Parallel activities such as concerts, exhibitions and workshops will take place in other places within the Forum area and are yet to be determined. 
Languages

The meeting’s official languages will be in English, French, Spanish and Catalan. The Forum’s key documents will be issued in each of these languages.

Meeting Times

In principle, the meetings will take place from 10.00 a.m. to 13.00 p.m. and from 3.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m. The daily programme will be posted on notice boards at the Forum; it will also be available on the website.
Participation

The activities shall be open to all participants at the WYFB 2004: participants in the Youth Forum will attend in their personal capacity, but they will come from diverse backgrounds, e.g. large non-governmental organizations, community-based organizations, the non-profit sector, foundations, the relevant United Nations organisations and other international agencies.

 

Documentation

UNESCO will request that every speaker, panellist or workshop facilitator prepare a brief summary  introducing the point under discussion. They will be available to all the participants and also be posted on the Festival website as soon as they are ready, with link to the UNESCO Section for Youth website.

 

 

Methodology 

Work will be conducted in open plenary sessions and in smaller working groups. The plenary will serve to provide a general outline of the key issues and a common framework of reference; it will also be the forum at which the working groups will report on their discussions. Specialists – including young people – will offer presentations on the main themes, either as individual speakers or as panel members. Their viewpoints can briefly be discussed in the plenary, yet the programme will mainly focus on work conducted in the smaller groups: that way, a face-to-face exchange of practices and experiences, a detailed discussion of specific subjects and the elaboration of concrete proposals will be facilitated. Each working group will include a facilitator who will conduct the discussions in order to draw up a report on the comments, ideas and suggestions.  

 

Exhibitions

During the sessions, all partners are invited to display exhibits relating to the Forum’s different themes and issues. These exhibitions are aimed at enriching the exchange of experience and knowledge. Guidelines on the presentation thereof, as well as information on space and other facilities at the conference venue will be communicated to all participants in the near future. Those who will be exhibiting at the World Youth Festival should, upon arrival in Barcelona, contact Mr. Lluís Claret.

 

Public information

All inquiries related to public information about UNESCO activities at the World Youth Festival shall be addressed to:

Mr Luis Claret, BSP/Youth Section, room 5044, UNESCO, Paris; telephone: 00 33 (0) 1 45 68 14 60, fax: 00 33 (0) 1 45 68 57 90, email: l.claret@unesco.org
Annexe 1
PROVISIONAL AGENDA
 

 
	Item 1 
	Presentation of UNESCO activities:

1.1 Youth Forum: Language as Violence and Violence as Language 

1.1.1 Format 

1.1.2 Speakers 

1.1.3 Workshop Facilitators

1.1.4 Parallel Cultural activities

1.2 Logistical arrangements for the Youth Forum

1.3 Parallel activities (Capoeira, Exhibit Voice and Image, Hip-Hop, Theatre, Dance)

	Item 2
	Final plenary of Youth Forum: Alternative languages to violence: Concrete projects

	Item 3
	UNESCO partners interested in participating: Tango Bus, Cirque du Soleil , International Council of Music, Visionary Images.

	Item 4
	Links with Youth Festival Secretariat

	Item 5
	Letter establishing partnership

	Item 6
	Minutes of the Session

	
	


Annexe 2:

ORGANIZATION OF WORK AND TIMETABLE

	Monday, 9 August 2004

	
	 

	 
	PLENARY & DIALOGUE ON THEMATIC ISSUES

	09.45 - 13.00
	Opening of the session 

Organizational matters & Norms of procedure

Key note addresses

Panel Discussion First session: Perception of violence as a daily language in youth reality

	15.00 - 18.00
	Workshops, 



	Tuesday, 10 August 2004

	
	 

	09.30 - 12.30
	Plenary

	
	Panel Discussion
 VIOLENCE AND MEDIA

	14.30 - 17.30
	Workshops

	
	

	Wednesday, 11 August 2004

	
	 

	09.30 - 12.30
	Plenary

	
	Panel Discussion
Third Session: Expression of violence as a substitute of communication. 

SPORT AND VIOLENCE

HIP HOP WORLD WIDE SUMMIT



	
	

	14.30 - 17.30
	Workshops

	
	

	
	

	Thursday, 12 August 2004

	
 
	 

	09.30 - 12.30
	Plenary

Panel Discussion
Fourth Session: ALTERNATIVE LANGUAGES TO VIOLENCE

	
	· Presentation by UNESCO Brazil  “Abriendo Espacios”

· Presentation of “Untapped Potential”, youth education in conflict situation

· International Youth Network for Peace-Building
· Project against discrimination, “Democracy and courage”

	 14.30 - 17.30
	

	18.00
	Concluding Plenary Meeting


PARALLEL EVENTS

	Events
	Time
	Day 

	 

	
	
	

	Tango Bus


	
	

	International Council of Music,

Hip Hop Workshops and concerts 
	
	

	Capoeira exhibition and workshops


	
	

	Tai Chi exhibition and workshops


	
	

	Visionary Images


	
	

	Photo exhibition (Silvia Bacher)


	
	

	Youth and violence Cinema Forum


	
	


Annexe 3

BACKGROUND TO THE DEBATES

It is particularly alarming that the problem of violence is recurring in today’s society. Indeed, the majority of specialists on this question regard the amount of daily aggression (be it physical or psychological) as being on the increase, and for the majority of people, a strong feeling of insecurity seems to prevail. This feeling of violence particularly affects young people, who go through a critical period of mental and social development, whilst learning to become citizens. Their situation is therefore worrying, especially in relation to the future of values such as peace and solidarity. Furthermore, the debate on violence is an international one, whose stakes are of primary importance. The perception of violence in different countries, its causes, its evolution, its nature and the actions which are carried out to counteract this violence are intrinsic components of reflections on the creation of a culture of peace for all people. 

The increase of international exchanges at all levels (economic, financial, human and cultural) reinforces the relevance of an international approach to issues of violence, allowing a confrontation with the different points of views. Violence spreads itself within a societal framework: it is in the social environment (on a global level, but also at the national, regional, local ones as well as in schools and families) that the manifestations of violence are most evident and where they must be fought. Within this societal framework, interaction between individuals is characterised by different languages (primarily verbal, behavioural and cultural). It is therefore highly relevant to reflect on the bonds between violence and language in the various cultures and to understand the mechanisms of their relation. These observations also underline why the Universal Forum of Cultures is an event at which young people must have a privileged place. 

The structure of the working groups is determined by the different topics. As of now, these topics are:

a. Violence as a daily language in the reality of youth

b. Violence in the media and in fiction

c. Violence as a substitute language in communication
d. Alternative languages to violence.
The forum will include:

· An initial plenary meeting which will open the forum and will fix the working methods.

· Four plenary sessions, dedicated to each of the four topics under panel discussion, introducing the topics, followed by working-group meetings in the afternoon (lasting for three hours). 

· A concluding plenary meeting where a final report will be presented to the public, containing the analyses and the proposals of the young participants. 

Justification of these topics:

There are two dimensions of violence which can be analysed: the violence expressed by the young person (expression of violence) and the development it undergoes (perception of violence), both aspects obviously being interdependent. Such an analysis is interesting because it allows us to examine the problem of violence from several angles, thus leading to a clearer a vision of the problem as a whole. The debate will be complemented by activities such as workshops, courses, shows, conferences, meetings on art, culture, citizenship education, sports and leisure. All these activities are aimed at constructing an alternative vocabulary that will create a culture to counteract the culture of violence. “Culture” is linked to the act of cultivation. Today, more than ever, we need to cultivate human creativity in a context of rapid change
Perception of violence:

1. “Violence as a daily language in the reality of youth”

Violence is a recurring problem that appears in several forms which can be physical, moral, psychological, sexual, economic and social. “While we organize the new economic and technological order from above, a broad section of youths is building an alternative disorder from below that is made of their negation of a system which negates them”. (Castells, 1999:10)

Besides terrorism and the violence that occurs in armed conflicts, we are exposed to daily forms of violence in such ways and at such expert levels that some speak of modern societies as “violent societies”. Exposure to violence starts at a very young age, often at home, and continues through the socialization process of young people: in school, sports, during leisure time, in the street. Moreover, one can distinguish between violence in the families, the violence of consumer society and of poverty, violence in the cities, violence of the institutions (the school, the police force, the local or national government) and of their policy (the discourse of insecurity, the distance between the policies and young people who does not feel represented)

2.  “The exploitation of violence in the media and in the fiction”  

Furthermore television programs, advertisements, magazines, video games and the music and movie industries contribute largely to a culture of violence. It is therefore interesting to have young people discuss the phenomena of violence in the media. The increase in violence in the media and in fiction (e.g. cinema, television, video games, comic strips, animated drawings) is accounted for by the exploitation of its lucrative character (violence being easily exportable with a high “success” rate among the public). A process of joint reflection with young people must be initiated, given the risk of vulgarisation of violence when reality and fiction intermingle (imitation effect, the search for identity, the risk of individualistic renfermement, and the general fear of the external world). In addition to traditional physical violence, it seems that its exploitation leads to the degradation and a humiliation of the individual, rather than to a sublimation (one example being the proliferation of reality shows). Young people’s points of view and analyses on these tendencies are significant to re-start an in-depth discussion on the concept of youth identity building.

Expression of violence:

3. “Violence as a substitute language in communication”: 

Violence is certainly an intrinsic form of language, even a primary mode of exchange, which can be reinforced, insidiously, in the absence of other modes of communication. This process risks to be accentuated amongst young people. It seems the recourse to violent behaviour forms part of the process of searching for one’s identity (individual or collective), becoming even more severe when the individual feels rejected or misunderstood. In addition, the exercise of violence against others is often felt as a means of personal self-affirmation thanks to the feeling of domination (e.g. violence and hardness are structural components of macho-ism and gender discrimination). However, violence also corresponds to a form of language which is more responsive to particular sensations (adrenaline production) than sentimental ones. However, today it seems that we witness a change of young people’s centres of interest, moving towards the sensational (extreme sports, drug culture, the permanent search for new thrills, the need for immediate gratification). 

An interactive debate with young people focusing on these processes should lead to a better perception and definition of violence: its causes, its contents, its nature, its consequences (more or less harmful), alternative languages to violence. If violence can be analysed as a substitute to communication, language itself appears to be a remedy for violence. It is therefore interesting to envisage with the young people preventive and curative qualities or languages such as sports, music, theatre, painting, dance, cultural exchanges, which all constitute alternative forms of languages. Within this framework, it is of primary importance to investigate together with young people the role which they can play at school, in the family, in pairs, in the media, and the ways in which the authorities can develop alternative forms of language. It is a key task to join ethics with aesthetics, pleasure, reflection and creativity, using a more suitable language for youth that takes into account their own artistic/cultural creativity. One will have to try building a new vocabulary of meanings – including youth empowerment, self-esteem, a sense of belonging – in order to deal with social exclusion, rejection by the family and not feeling comfortable in other spaces. Identity and citizenship, linked to a broader contemporary reflection, are synthesised in Hanna Arendt’s expression of “the right to have rights” (Arendt, 54)

Thus, we could make use of projects that work with youth that live on the street and in low-income communities and which are an indication of their creative spirits: one example is the Hip Hop “movement”, acting at the intersection of rap, breakdance, graffiti and DJ culture, aimed at denouncing social problems (street culture being a “critical” culture). Further examples are creative writing, acting, workshops games, and sports such as capoeira. The latter was originally an Afro-Brazilian martial art that is part of the root of Brazilian culture, used to deconstruct prejudices in programmes against violence (Capoeira as an art, as way of deconstructing gender codes and the roles of sex and race). Furthermore, the use youth-run media creates a space for youth to have voice in all kinds of social environments. In doing so, we establish principles that encourage cooperation and teamwork, as well as debates involving young people themselves. Youth media may take a variety of forms ranging from regular school newspapers, literary journals, dedicated radio or television time on a local station or even totally youth run radio. Topics dealt with include sexuality, drugs, intolerance, societies in conflict or post-conflict situation, social relationships and group activities, and political participation.
However, responses by means of youth policy are still required. While those concerned would probably agree that education, formal and non-formal, has a key role to play in promoting a non-violent society, it needs to be sustained and supported by policies and programmes at the local, national, regional and worldwide level.
