
ore than ever before, the arts are shaping and inf luencing our
daily lives through the media and the creative industries. The

arts are no longer confined to museums and theatres, but are adding
value to our national economies and improving the quality of
education. This has implications for arts education. However, unlike
other subjects taught at schools, the arts have rarely made their
purpose clear: Why are they taught? What is good arts education?
And what are the benefits of teaching creative subjects or using
creative ways to teach?

In 2004 Professor Anne Bamford conducted the first international
analysis of arts education research for UNESCO, in partnership with
IFACCA and the Australia Council. Comparing data and case studies
from more than 60 countries, the book analyses the differences
between “education in the arts” and “education through the arts”.
While appreciating that arts programmes are embedded in their
unique social and cultural contexts, Professor Bamford develops
internationally comparable standards for quality arts education. In
addition, she identifies a number of concrete educational, cultural,
and social benefits of arts education.

This definitive work is of major interest to policy-makers,
educators and artists.
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Global research compendium on the
impact of the arts in education
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