Declaration by independent publishers from the Latin world 

Guadalajara (Mexico) – Tuesday 29th November 2005

We, 70 independent publishers, from 23 countries in the Latin world, Africa, the Americas and Europe, who have gathered for the Independent Publishers from the Latin World and Bibliodiversity meeting, organised by the Latin Union, the Alliance of Independent publishers and the Regional Centre for Book Promotion in Latin America and the Caribbean (CERLALC) as part of the Guadalajara International Book Fair, would like to point out the following:
The role of independent publishers, as integral players in the dissemination of ideas, in the construction of the individual and the citizen – veritable ferrymen of fables – is now, more than ever, under grave threat all over the world.

Independent publishers have indeed been hit very hard by economic globalisation, which favours the financial concentration of the sector, dominated nowadays by the large publishing groups. Strategies based purely on financial considerations are forcing publishing into a commoditization which is not compatible with the creation and dissemination of cultural wealth. Everywhere, bibliodiversity is in danger.

We notice that this cultural impoverishment in particular contradicts the spirit of the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expression, which has just been approved by the large majority of States at UNESCO’s last general conference.

However, on completion of our work, we refuse to be fatalistic and want to change things.

First of all we call on all Independent publishers to gather together, at regional, national and international levels, in associations and collectives which make it possible for us to defend our rights better, to be heard better and to have a greater influence on policies at national and international level.
We would also like to draw the attention of the authorities and of national and international institutions to the alarming changes in our sector, and to the role we are playing, at our level, in the development and democratisation of our societies. We request that they immediately implement a book policy to take account of our work and abilities. It is absolutely essential for laws to be approved everywhere, protecting books, ensuring the promotion of reading and fighting against piracy and “theft by photocopy”, with laws affecting copyright drawn up in a balanced manner. In particular these laws must ensure the implementation of uniform book pricing. Indeed, it has been shown that this condition, already implemented in several countries, makes it particularly possible to maintain and develop independent bookshops in such a way that citizens may have access to the thought and intellectual debates of our times.

In this respect, we, 70 publishers from 3 continents, support all the work which has been done so that in Mexico – our host country today – a law which includes this condition can be approved quickly.

We would like to reaffirm at this point our total solidarity with the other players in the book world, librarians and bookshop owners; our future is inextricably linked to that of independent bookshops, without which there can be no true bibliodiversity. We are committed to strengthening the ties that bind us, and to putting in place business relationships based on confidence, friendship and resistance.

In addition, recognising the importance of this meeting, we would like to encourage the organisers to make provision in their programmes for actions which make it possible to strengthen the bonds of solidarity between players in the world of books, particularly at international level. The setting up of interprofessional platforms should make it possible to defend more effectively the production of creation and access to books.

We think that independent publishers must be able to control the conditions of the dissemination and distribution of their products; experience has shown that it is possible, in particular by working together, to renegotiate the terms of previous contracts with large distribution networks, that it is possible to obtain collective spaces in book fairs and to ensure more effective promotion for new publications.

We are committed, by all available means, to the promotion of reading. It is essential for Independent publishers to reach as many readers as possible and, in particular, to allow young people to discover the joys of reading.

We are committed to promoting joint ventures, especially by initiating and developing the processes of joint publishing, translation and distribution between publishers in the South, between publishers in the North, and between publishers in the North and South.

We are committed to respecting a common ethic, since it is well known that we refuse to be involved in practices which weaken bonds of fraternity and equality between publishers, which compromise our commitments as cultural agents and which distort the market: we would like, for example, to re-examine the question of over-production, which only serves the interests of the main distributors. We stand shoulder to shoulder on this matter: we are firmly committed to supporting publishers in countries where freedom of expression is limited.

We would like to draw the attention of our leaders to the absolute necessity of encouraging and supporting the emergence of local cultural industries, particularly in the world of publishing, making more balanced exchanges between countries possible. We also think it is necessary to promote the publishing of works which take account of the linguistic diversity of our countries.
We have taken note of the message given by the Director General of UNESCO, encouraging us to pursue our study, and we call on all the players in the world of books to work together in all countries, so that the Agreement on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expression can be ratified as soon as possible.
Guadalajara, Tuesday 29th November 2005
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