PAGE  
10

[image: image1.jpg]@

UIITED NATINS YEAR FOR CULTURAL HERTAGE 2’ AL SLAL Bialal gl T

ANNEE DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LE PATRIMOINE CULTUREL e e ———y
Ao O LS MO LIS . PDNOO QAT € 2 RARXLRFF

E)




Report by the Director-General of UNESCO

on the United Nations Year for Cultural Heritage 2002 and on its Follow-up

Introduction

1.
The United Nations General Assembly, on 21 November 2001, adopted resolution 56/8 proclaiming 2002 as the United Nations Year for Cultural Heritage and invited UNESCO to serve as lead agency for the year. The Director-General of UNESCO invited all Member States and UN sister agencies to ground the activities of the Year on two principal pillars of “dialogue” and “development” in order to focus international commitment to the cultural heritage cause. 

2.
Three objectives were set for the celebration of the International Year : (i) to intensify the implementation of programmes, activities and projects aimed at promoting and protecting the world cultural heritage; (ii) to promote education and raise public awareness to foster respect for national and world cultural heritage; and (iii) to encourage voluntary contributions to finance and support activities aimed at promoting and protecting national and world cultural heritage. 

3.
To this end, the Director-General of UNESCO decided to set up an interdisciplinary taskforce within UNESCO to pilot activities in this regard in particular with respect to the educational, environmental and informational dimensions linked to the implementation of activities for the Year and to serve as secretariat to the Year.

4.
An immediate task was the publication of informative material on the Year in the form of a kit explaining the riches and diversity of cultural heritage in the world and UNESCO’s means, ways and mechanisms to protect, safeguard and sustain cultural heritage. It describes, in particular, the very many manifestations and expressions of such heritage, whether immovable or living, reaching from cultural heritage sites to handicrafts, the digital heritage, creativity, the arts and oral traditions. The kit also provides with an overview of UNESCO’s commitment to heritage protection over more than fifty years. Supporting, as it does, an inclusive vision of cultural heritage, stressing its dynamic and evolutionary nature, the kit encountered widespread success with UNESCO partners, ranging from National Commissions and NGOs, to development banks and private foundations, as well as the United Nations System. It was perceived as a comprehensive and unique tool to raise awareness on the indivisibility of the tangible and the intangible expressions of cultural heritage and on the need to sustain cultural diversity and dialogue between cultures and peoples in the spirit of the UN Global Agenda. It helped serve the cause of dialogue among civilizations and cultures by reiterating the humanistic assumption of the Perez de Cuellar Report entitled Our Creative diversity (UNESCO, 1995), which stated firmly that no culture is an island and that cultural heritage is a result of influences, appropriation and exchange along centuries, between peoples and identities. 

5.
The logo that was designed for the Year also helped convey the message that culture is the fruit of creativity and influences. The success and impact of this information material, which was also widely diffused on the web, can be assessed from the countless requests for the use and reproduction of the Year’s logo not only by Member States and Culture and Education Ministries and local institutions, but also by numerous grassroots organizations in all regions. UNESCO also received immediate offers to translate the material into local languages. Several countries launched national campaigns for the Year and devoted celebrations, as well as specific web sites for this purpose.

6.
An updated calendar of the UN Year for Cultural Heritage was also produced containing references of some three hundred initiatives on national regional and international levels. National campaigns aiming at awareness raising among the general public for the values enshrined in cultural heritage included the organisation of exhibitions, festivals, photo competitions, youth contests, awarding of prizes for the conservation of monuments and in artistic disciplines, as well as the striking of commemorative medals, the edition of postal stamps, folders and publications on the national heritage. Several countries also initiated national heritage days, weeks or months with free access to museums and sites, conferences, lectures and radio and television productions. The NGOs maintaining official relations with the UN System, and UNESCO in particular, launched the campaign Heritage for a Culture of Peace with the aim to enhance the role of local heritage as a vehicle of peace building.

World Heritage: a Shared Legacy and a Common Responsibility
7.
Focus was laid on major regional and international conferences with the aim to advancing the international consensus on innovative ways and means for effective protection and safeguarding of cultural heritage and advancing a global and holistic approach to the notion of cultural heritage. In this respect, the international Congress entitled World Heritage 2002: Shared Legacy, Common Responsibility, held in Venice from 14-16 November 2002, in co-operation with the authorities of Italy, merits to be mentioned. The Congress was aimed at celebrating the 30th anniversary of the World Heritage Convention of 1972 and gathered more than 600 participants from all over the world. Nine specialized workshops were associated to this celebration focusing on specific measures, both technical and legal, in order to ensure preventive conservation of world’s heritage. They stressed the need for UNESCO to strengthen its role in conserving our World Heritage in partnership with the States Party to the World Heritage Convention, civil society and the private sector. 

8.
The World Heritage Convention is one of the most universally recognized international conventions. As of June 2003, the number of States Parties to the Convention totals 176 States Parties. In the same vain, the total number of properties on the World Heritage List as of July 2003 is 754 including 582 cultural sites and 149 natural and 23 mixed properties, both cultural and natural, within the 129 States Parties. The World Heritage Convention, it should be recalled, was born of two separate movements the one focusing on the preservation of cultural monuments and the other on nature conservation. It is the meshing and merging of these two movements that has given rise to international action in support of the world heritage, providing a platform for the protection of both the cultural heritage and the environment, whether natural or itself cultural, as is illustrated by the concept of “cultural landscapes”. The extraordinary success achieved by this Convention deserves to be celebrated. But we must also look to the future, and reflect on the challenges that lie ahead for us at the dawn of the twenty-first century.

9.
Major efforts were also devoted during the UN Year for Cultural Heritage to increase public awareness, involvement and support for world heritage through communication. Several public information activities have been carried out in this respect from itinerant exhibitions to thematic press workshops; series of documentary films focusing on UNESCO World Heritage sites; the production of a World Heritage Calendar; and co-operation agreements between UNESCO private partners for the production of video films on World Heritage.

10.
The World Heritage Review received enhanced support and requests for distribution have increased in English, French and Spanish. A Russian edition is being produced since beginning 2002. The World Heritage Papers Series have received additional support and publications on Managing Tourism at World Heritage Sites, A Guide to International Assistance, Periodic Report Africa, World Heritage Marine Biodiversity Workshop, and Identification and Documentation of Modern Heritage were published. 

11.
The World Heritage Partnerships Initiative was launched for an initial period from 2002 to 2007 focusing especially on public-private partnerships. New partnerships were announced at the Venice Congress in November 2002. These included a UNESCO-United Nations Foundation (UNF) - Conservation International (CI) tri-partite agreement worth US $15 million. A similar partnership is under negotiation with WWF-USA. Fauna and Flora International also pledged to co-operate with UNESCO, UNF and other interested partners to build a Rapid Response Mechanism to respond to threats to World Heritage natural sites and generate the initial capital needed for a fund that will support the mechanism's operations. An agreement with the Grand Circle Foundation has been finalised, which pledges US$100,000 per year to selected World Heritage properties over a five-year period and a partnership with Hewlett Packard is under discussion.  A partnership with International Space Agencies was launched at the 25th session of the Committee (Helsinki 2001). New initiatives are currently being developed with the European Space Agency, the Belgian Universities of Ghent and Louvain la Neuve, with the Brazilian and Argentinean Space Agencies and with NASA in order to better monitor and map World Heritage properties.   

12.
A number of bi-lateral cooperation agreements with States Parties to the 1972 Convention were born from the Venice Congress in order to promote implementation of the World Heritage Convention.  Their purpose is to identify natural and cultural sites for inscription on the World Heritage List, to provide technical assistance to nominating countries, to enhance the management of sites already listed and, in this context, to develop projects for which funding may be sought, in particular from international cooperation agencies.  Following earlier agreements with France and Japan to support World Heritage projects and monitoring activities, new agreements with Australia, Belgium, Italy, the Netherlands, Spain, New Zealand, and United Kingdom have been signed. Significant earmarked contributions have also been gratefully received from a number of States Parties during the United Nations Year for Cultural Heritage.
13.
UNESCO is duty bound to spare no effort to implement the World Heritage Convention, and to ensure that a number of recent and unfortunate trends in the evolution of societies are reversed. While we must work closely with States Parties, we also have an enormous task to accomplish vis-à-vis the general public. The last two centuries have undergone unprecedented changes, alike in the political, ideological, economic, technological and cultural spheres. Millions of men and women have been torn from their traditional environments and ancestral tasks in order to assume new roles, frequently leading them to relinquish what once formed the very cornerstone of their identity and cultural heritage.
Protecting Intangible Cultural Heritage

14.
In September 2002, UNESCO organized the third Round Table of Ministers of Culture on Intangible Cultural Heritage – a Mirror of Diversity in Istanbul, at the generous invitation of the Turkish authorities. Representatives of 110 countries, including 71 Ministers of Culture, as well as of 9 inter- and non-governmental organizations participated in this 2-day meeting, at the end of which the Istanbul Declaration was adopted that contains a set of guiding principles for the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage and aims at building international solidarity in this endeavour. In this context, the idea is endorsed of drafting a Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage. During the United Nations Year for Cultural Heritage, drafting this Convention was one of UNESCO’s prime objectives with the aim to building a normative framework for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage that would eventually become as effective as the World Heritage Convention of 1972 is for tangible cultural and natural heritage. 

15.
UNESCO’s reputation is indeed largely built on its work in the field of tangible heritage. When, in 1972, the General Conference adopted the World Heritage Convention, this was not only an event in political and legal terms but also an important conceptual innovation. For the first time, cultural heritage and natural heritage were combined in the same legal framework. It is increasingly evident that in many societies traditional forms of expression are undermined by globalization. The trends towards cultural homogenization that we witness in so many facets of life today can present a threat to the survival of many unique forms of cultural expression. The disappearance of this heritage is reflected in a diminishment of cultural diversity worldwide. Intangible cultural heritage urgently needs to be protected and revitalized, and each government should take the necessary measures to ensure this. UNESCO, the only organization within the United Nations to have a mandate in the field of culture, has long played a leading role in this regard.
16.
Intangible cultural heritage is gaining indeed increasing recognition worldwide for the fundamental role it plays in our lives in the maintenance and enhancement of cultural identity and diversity. It urgently requires increasing protection in order to ensure its continuity and development. This is largely due to the specific nature of that heritage, which covers the most fundamental yet vulnerable aspects of living culture and tradition, most often embodied in the spiritual life, knowledge, skills and processes of an individual or a community.
17.
At a time when heavy question marks hang over the future of cultural diversity as it faces the impact of globalization we have to confront the fact that the most vulnerable aspect of the cultural identity of peoples throughout the world is their intangible cultural heritage. It is therefore UNESCO’s duty to alert public opinion to the importance of this heritage and to encourage Member States to draw up inventories of it, protect it and revitalize it. While globalization entails increasing economic interdependence and a stepping up of cultural interaction, it also presents a risk in the cultural sphere, for it threatens the survival of many forms of cultural expression. This impoverishment of cultural life affects us all as world citizens. Culture, which is intrinsically plural, diverse and constantly evolving, weaves the fabric of our societies, our memory, our manifold identities, our creativity – in short, our inner existence.

18.
The preservation and promotion of cultural diversity are fundamental missions of UNESCO. Cultural diversity, however, cannot be maintained solely by the preservation of the material vestiges of the past. It requires, too, the preservation and promotion of what is now called the “intangible cultural heritage”, which is the melting-pot of creativity and the mainspring of living cultures. Action to promote the intangible cultural heritage will aim to encourage all States, with the active cooperation of researchers, creators and custodians of culture, to identify more precisely the forms and items of the cultural heritage, to make States and communities aware of the value of and their responsibilities in respect of such heritage through legislative, institutional, educational, promotional and communication activities and, lastly, to mobilize the international community through the establishment of technical and financial mechanisms for cooperation and assistance. The Proclamation of Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity is meant to provide the greatest number of countries with an opportunity to demonstrate the richness of their heritage. During the Year, the preparation for the second Proclamation of Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity was launched. The Secretariat received 66 candidature files with the participation of more than 70 countries from all regions. Preparatory assistance was granted to 41 projects and provided expertise, facilitated the organization of meetings at the local and national level, consultations and inventories of indicative lists, workshops and seminars, as well as the compilation of required documentation and the undertaking of field-work. 

19.
Over one year, during a series of meetings, experts elaborated a working definition of the “intangible cultural heritage” together with a glossary and as of September 2002, in the course of intergovernmental meetings of experts the draft convention was elaborated and approved in June 2003 for submission to the 32nd session of UNESCO’s General Conference in 2003. The proposed international standard-setting instrument devised by UNESCO Member States is the most effective means of encouraging Member States to engage in urgent actions for the protection of intangible heritage, as witness the example of the World Heritage Convention.
20.
In the same spirit, preserving and revitalizing local languages and cultural practices specific to certain localities also help to enhance cultural diversity and to protect cultural heritage. By resolution 56/262 (Part II), the General Assembly called upon Member States and the United Nations to promote the preservation and protection of all languages used by the peoples of the world. Languages form part of the world’s cultural heritage and it is in this spirit that helped UNESCO impulse greater awareness of the role of languages as vehicle of cultural heritage.

21.
 UNESCO is concerned by the threat faced by many languages of the world, a threat that jeopardizes the cultural diversity that they embody. The 2002 edition of the Atlas of the world’s languages in danger of disappearing, published by UNESCO, reported that half of the 6000 or so languages spoken in the world are endangered, and with them an irreplaceable dimension of our knowledge and understanding of human thought. The process whereby languages are disappearing is a continual one and not a new phenomenon. However, the past 30 years or so have seen a dramatic increase in the death or disappearance of languages, concurrently with the rapid spread of globalization.

22.
To appropriately address what should be considered not only an irreversible loss for humanity and a reduction of the sum of human thought and knowledge, but also a factor of tension and potential conflict among communities, UNESCO has launched several programmes and activities aimed at the promotion of multilingualism and linguistic diversity, notably in the field of culture, communication and education. 

23.
In this context, UNESCO has devised priority actions among which the publication of the UNESCO Red Book of Languages in Danger of Disappearing, on seriously endangered languages in the South-Western Pacific, Siberia, Australia, Indonesia and Thailand and the production of a database of endangered languages. The UNESCO Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger of Disappearing has also aroused much interest among scholars and journalists, and has become a reference book for the general public (an enhanced online version of the Atlas is currently being developed). Furthermore, in March 2003, in the framework of the follow-up to the UN Year for Cultural Heritage, UNESCO brought together experts from all over the world, including native speakers of endangered languages, with the aim of refining and re-targeting the Organization’s action in the field of endangered languages. Having analysed the situation in various regions of the world and examined existing resolutions and declarations covering the domain, the experts recommended a set of Action Plans, which will inspire UNESCO’s work in the years to come.

24.
Member States were encouraged in particular, (i) to survey and profile those languages which are found to be endangered; (ii) to actively promote the recognition of endangered languages of their countries; (iii) to encourage the documentation of endangered languages; (iv) to create the conditions which facilitate the active use of and access to those languages; (v) to foster speech communities’ pride in their own languages and cultures, as well as secure equal prestige for all languages of a state; (vi) to explore the economic and social benefits of linguistic and cultural diversity, as a stimulus for sustainable development; (vii) to provide, where feasible and with assistance from the international community, funding for documentation, revitalization, and strengthening programmes for endangered languages. 
25.
Yet, action in this domain will need further reinforcement.  Increased awareness-raising will be crucial, not only of governments but also of civil society at large, in regard to language endangerment in the contemporary world and the consequent need to react by adopting well-founded multilingual approaches in future. The promotion of multilingualism aims at stressing the value of the cultural and linguistic diversity of the peoples of the world, hence of the riches of the world’s cultural heritage.

26.
Finally, in the field of the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage, a partnership with Discovery Channel has resulted in the production of a series of short films on nine endangered languages in different countries and the production of video recordings of the She and Manchu languages.

Cultural Heritage, Dialogue and Post-Conflict Intervention

27.
The cultural heritage is increasingly targeted as the embodiment of collective memory when conflicts or outbreaks of intolerance occur. Intercultural dialogue now holds a key position in the international political agenda, hence the importance of the cultural component in the international fight against manifestations of intolerance and its most extreme forms, including terrorism. In order to make the dialogue of cultures a guarantee of peace, cooperation and development, the rehabilitation of the cultural heritage in pre- and post-conflict situations must take place, and efforts to secure intercommunity reconciliation must be achieved, combined with the strengthening of related standard setting action (in particular the 1954 Hague Convention) and the establishment of new measures to introduce punishment for the destruction of the heritage.
28.
As world events unfold, we have witnessed in the very last years increased destruction of cultural heritage, for the heritage can become a prime target, especially in intra-State conflicts for reasons of symbolism, identity, aggressiveness, misunderstanding and rejection. In the last decade or so, UNESCO has played a leading and high-profile role internationally in coordinating complex operations to safeguard heritage damaged or threatened by conflicts, with the assistance of many different partners, both public and private. Through its standard-setting action, carried out in parallel with its operational action, UNESCO has endeavored to alert decision-makers to the compelling need to ratify existing international instruments, particularly the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict (1954). The establishment of dialogue and development will be the pillars of the strategy, which will be aimed at highlighting the role of cultural heritage in preserving and rebuilding peace after civil strife or armed conflict. In cases where the cultural heritage has become a target on account of its identity value, UNESCO endeavors to bring together the various warring parties and populations concerned to encourage them to resume inter-community dialogue through the reconstruction of their heritage. In some cases this will mean restoring the bonds between the population concerned, its history and its cultural affiliations, while in others it will mean helping to restore a sense of common ownership of the shared heritage that has been damaged or is a source of conflict. This will be done by retracing, through its safeguarding action, the various cultural components of the population and of the monuments representing each one of them. 

29.
The United Nations Year for Cultural Heritage witnessed the destruction of the Buddhas of Bamiyan by the Talibans in the fall of 2001. The Organization was faced with the challenge of handling the international community’s outcry and responded with countless appeals and messages directed at the media, while simultaneously organizing complex missions to Afghanistan. Since then, UNESCO has coordinated all the international and bilateral activities to safeguard the cultural heritage of Afghanistan, as requested by the Afghan authorities and the Member States. This has involved, inter alia, ensuring the functioning of the International Coordination Committee set up by a decision of UNESCO’s Executive Board and of the secretariat of the cultural heritage, media and sports programme entrusted to it by UNAMA. 

30.
UNESCO’s role as a scientific and technical coordinator of complex operations aimed at preserving heritage threatened or damaged by conflict has been further enhanced and promoted during the UN Year for Cultural Heritage. This has been reflected in the increase in requests for emergency operations and technical assistance. The funding for such operations had to be met under the regular programme when the extrabudgetary funds raised were insufficient. Activities implemented in Afghanistan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia, and Palestine bear witness to this. Such coordinating operations – at the site of Angkor in Cambodia, for example, in Bosnia-Herzegovina or in the Palestinian territories – bring into play many different public and private sector partners, working together for the sake of safeguarding the cultural heritage.

31.
However, even more importantly, experience has shown that cultural heritage can also play a significant role in building and preserving peace, notably following periods of armed conflict or civil strife. Though the heritage of a country, people or community can all too often become a target during conflict, owing to its significance as an expression of identity, it can also become a rallying point for former adversaries, enabling them to re-build ties and dialogue and to re-design a common identity and future together.

32.
UNESCO’s strategy is to help re-establish the links between the populations concerned and their cultural history, helping them to develop a sense of common ownership of heritage that is a source of cultural identity for different segments of society. Early this year, UNESCO was entrusted by the Afghan Interim Administration to undertake the role of coordinating all international efforts to safeguard Afghanistan’s cultural heritage. That heritage is quite remarkable in its richness, diversity and historical influence. Afghanistan has been at the crossroads of cultures since time immemorial and was an important junction on the ancient Silk Roads. Its distinctive cultural heritage reflects a history shaped by complex encounters between Achaemenid Persia, Alexandrian Greece, Buddhism, Hinduism and Islam, and it is, therefore, the living testimony of over two thousand years of history and the expression of many different peoples, cultures and beliefs. UNESCO is engaged actively upon mobilizing financial and technical resources to rehabilitate and strengthen the protection of Afghanistan's endangered cultural heritage. Based upon the recognition that cultural traditions and practices provide the most stable basis for sustainable social and economic development, UNESCO is promoting the essential role of culture in the overall reconstruction process in Afghanistan (the protection of the Jam site, The City and Monuments of Herat, located in Herat Province in Western Afghanistan, the Monuments and Sites of the Bamiyan Valley, which include the areas of Fouladi, Kakrak, Shahr-IGholghola, and Shahr-I-Zohak).
33.
UNESCO action for intercommunity reconciliation has also been carried out in South-East Europe, the Caucasus region, the Middle East, Cyprus, Cambodia, East Timor and North and South Korea with a view to strengthen national capacities for heritage conservation and management. As part of its operations, UNESCO has sought particularly to ensure the implementation and/or ratification of the 1954 Hague Convention and its two additional Protocols, through awareness, negotiation and training activities. Lastly, it has directed its efforts towards the preparation of a Draft Declaration concerning the Intentional Destruction of Cultural Heritage and in so doing aiming at strengthening the Organization’s international standard-setting action. The Draft Declaration concerning the Intentional Destruction of Cultural Heritage will be submitted to the General Conference of UNESCO for adoption in the fall of 2003.
34.
In numerous operational projects, UNESCO demonstrated that cultural heritage could be an instrument for peace and reconciliation by organizing intercommunity reconciliation activities that focus on the joint safeguarding of heritage affected by conflicts. Foremost among these is the programme for the safeguarding and development of the site of Angkor, Cambodia, a site that is an emblem of a nation. Those further include : (i) workshops for conservation specialists of Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan, (ii) the safeguarding of cultural sites of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea with the support by the Republic of Korea, (iii) the start of reconstruction works of the Mostar Old Bridge in Bosnia and Herzegovina together with the World Bank, (iv) the expert missions to Kosovo to evaluate the status of the heritage of the different communities, and make recommendations for its safeguarding, (v) the training of museum professionals in East Timor as part of the project to create the Timor Leste Cultural Centre and National Museum, (vi) the rehabilitation of the Kabul Museum and the sites of Bamiyan, Herat and Jam, and finally (vii) the studies for the restoration of two monuments in Cyprus, in cooperation with UNDP, the one, Orthodox, located in the northern part of the island and the other, Muslim, in the Republic of Cyprus. 

35.
Likewise, with the objective of fostering intercultural dialogue, by encouraging positive convergence between cultures through the presentation and recognition of a common heritage and plural identities, the Organization paid increased attention during the UN Year of Cultural Heritage to the tangible and oral heritage in Africa and the Caribbean related to the slave trade with a view to establishing slavery museums, in Angola, United Republic of Tanzania and Liberia, designing cultural tourism routes including such places of memory and documenting the oral traditions related to that tragedy. This work will directly feed into the program for 2004, proclaimed by the United Nations as the International Year to Commemorate the Struggle against Slavery and its Abolition. Under the Arabia Plan that aims at fostering intercultural dialogue with the Arab region, a film on the Arab cultural heritage has been produced. With regards to the Mediterranean region, the project entitled “Navigation of Knowledge” was launched in May 2002. Subsidized by the European Union, it gathers scientists from nine countries of the region along their common concerns for the underwater cultural heritage and the historical Mediterranean dockyards threatened by neglect.

Educating to the value of Cultural Heritage, Capacity-building and Cooperation

36.
Greater emphasis has also been placed during the Year on enhancing educational activities targeting cultural heritage protection. Through educational projects, UNESCO has sought to mobilize young people to protect and promote cultural heritage while strengthen intercultural dialogue. Special attention was given to the wide distribution of heritage educational material, such as the education kit World Heritage in Young Hands which was translated into more than twenty languages To maximise the use of these Kits eight teacher training seminars were organised in the same period in the following countries: the Philippines, Russian Federation, Republic of Moldova, Ukraine, Syria, France, Slovakia and Sweden. A World Heritage Skills Development Course for Young People in the Arab Region was held at Petra, Jordan, in April 2002, and another one on Mobilizing Youth for World Heritage and animated cartoon techniques, was organized in Treviso, Italy, in November 2002. The Organization also set up a web site on formal and non-formal arts education containing the findings of regional consultations in Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean, Asia-Pacific and the Arab region, with a view to assist policy makers on national and regional level to frame their art policies. An International Conference on World Heritage in Young Hands – a Dialogue among Civilizations, was held in Aswan, Egypt, in February 2002. Other initiatives being currently developed are focusing on multimedia educational material on specific World Heritage sites; cartoon series and posters done "by the young for the young". Following the World Heritage Skills Development Course in Jordan, 2002, a manual illustrating best-practice examples is currently being finalized in collaboration with ICCROM. 

37.
To increase capacity-building in this regard, UNESCO continued to assist States Parties to protect World Heritage with training courses, seminars and other technical co-operation activities and on-site conservation of properties in Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Bangladesh, Botswana, Brazil, Cambodia, China, Cuba, Djibouti, the Dominican Republic, DPR of Korea, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kyrgystan, Laos, Lebanon, Libya, Malawi, Malaysia, Mauritania, Myanmar, Mongolia, Namibia, Nepal, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, the Philippines, Qatar, Slovakia, the Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Syria, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Uganda, Ukraine, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Vietnam, Yemen, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

38.
Committed to the concept that culture and especially cultural heritage is a condition for sustainable development, UNESCO implemented various projects relating to the theme Eradication of poverty, especially extreme poverty, namely, through the development of cultural eco-tourism in mountainous regions in selected developing countries aiming at poverty eradication through tourism; reduction of rural-urban migration and preservation of cultural and natural heritage for the sustainable development of tourism in ten countries of the Sahara region; traditional crafts as a window to job opportunities for the poorest youth, aiming at providing disadvantaged children and youth with skills in traditional crafts making, imparting awareness of their cultural heritage; focusing in particular on unemployed youth, primarily in rural communities, with a potential for the development of sustainable heritage tourism in selected countries in the Caribbean. 

39.
Focusing on an enchanted, adulatory and nostalgic gaze on the past while turning a blind eye to the present and rejecting all idea of change is a perfectly sterile approach. That is why the founding concept of world heritage has led the Organization along the path to sustainable development: “sustainable” both in the ecological sense and in the heritage sense. The Johannesburg Summit stressed the need for culture to win its place as the fourth pillar of sustainable development, alongside the economy, the environment and social concerns. Such conception of the heritage calls on everyone to respect the enduring historical significance of sites, whether they be those included on the World Heritage List or these others that, although of comparable significance, have not yet been listed – and may never be. The UN Year for Cultural Heritage helped reiterate firmly that World Heritage sites should serve as an example, and become conservation models for all sites, including those of more local interest. In the same line, in UNESCO’s perspective, the objectives of the International Year of the Mountains, promoted by Kyrgyzstan with UNESCO’s support tied in perfectly with those of the United Nations Year for Cultural Heritage. The promotion of sustainable economic development in mountain regions is one clear point of intersection. Properly managed, cultural eco-tourism can contribute to the preservation of culture and nature in mountains. There is a need, however, to develop guidelines on how such cultural eco-tourism can benefit mountain communities, drawing upon the findings of pilot projects. UNESCO is currently implementing such a pilot project in the mountains of Central Asia,. Project activities include training local people as tour guides, establishing community-based home-stay accommodation, and training in the production of high-quality craft items. These activities, focused on young people and women, contribute directly to building the economic viability of isolated mountain communities as eco-tourism destinations; at the same time, they reinforce local communities’ cultural identities and promote dialogue with visitors from other cultures. 
40.
The United Nations General Assembly devoted one day of plenary meetings at the 57th session, on 4 December 2002, to mark the end of the United Nations Year for Cultural Heritage. Representatives from Member States from all geographic regions took the floor and reaffirmed the symbolic importance of the Year. They specifically underlined the common responsibility for cultural heritage, its role in promoting mutual understanding and in reconciling history with modern times, as well as the important role local communities have in its safeguarding. They further stressed the need for further progress in international legal protection of cultural heritage and called for international strategies and concerted action for its safeguarding. Pursuant to the discussion, the General Assembly adopted resolution A57/59 by which, inter alia, it reaffirms the importance of further developing international mechanisms for safeguarding and protecting the world cultural heritage and encourages UNESCO to explore ways to intensify international cooperation in this regard. It also invites the Director-General of UNESCO to address and present to this General Assembly, an overview on the activities undertaken during the United Nations Year for Cultural Heritage.

41.
To further impulse interagency cooperation in favour of cultural heritage in the framework of the UN Year for Cultural Heritage, the Director-General of UNESCO called a consultative meeting, on 14 March 2002 at UNESCO of all the system’s heads of agencies to discuss on the theme “Cultural Heritage: Anchoring Cultural Diversity in Sustainable Development”. It focused on enhanced mechanisms to sustain the world’s cultural diversity; the role of cultural heritage in sustainable development; cultural heritage as a factor for social cohesion, intercultural dialogue and reconciliation; and finally, future cooperation among organizations of the UN System.

Conclusion

42.
The experience gained by UNESCO over the years and the evolving content of the concept of cultural heritage have enabled the Organization to renew its approach to the world heritage. For UNESCO, protecting the tangible and intangible cultural heritage means ensuring its capacity for renewal. It is therefore especially fitting that 2002 should have been designated by the United Nations as the Year for Cultural Heritage, thereby making a very real link with the UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity (2001). Similarly, the 30th Anniversary of the World Heritage Convention afforded an opportunity to identify future paths that will be explored, in particular the scope for strong partnerships between the public/private sector and civil society. In this context, full importance must be accorded to the intangible heritage, which is still largely neglected in favour of the monumental vision of the heritage. That is why UNESCO will be working actively to promote the preservation of the intangible cultural heritage – to make it an integral part of preservation policies since it constitutes a key component of cultural diversity and human creativity. The gradual loss of such heritage and its vulnerability to the impact of globalization calls for a great effort on the part of UNESCO, which will aim to combine efforts under various approaches in order to keep it alive by making young people, in particular, aware of the values of cultural heritage.
Above the door of the Kabul Museum by persons unknown, a message that read: “A nation is alive when its culture is alive”. This statement could almost have been taken as the motto for the United Nations Year for Cultural Heritage. There are numerous examples showing that new approaches to the management of cultural heritage to promote economic growth by creating employment opportunities for local populations through crafts, cultural tourism and the emergence of new trades.

43.
Safeguarding cultural heritage does not solely imply to preserve monumental cultural heritage in the world but also to revive living culture worldwide, traditional festivals, the performing arts and crafts, to re-establish theatres, cinemas, to impulse cultural industries in order to help the people to recover their cultural identity, to preserve their timeless traditions, and to invigorate their artistic and intellectual creativity.
44.
The results of the United Nations Year for Cultural Heritage (2002) will not be immediately measured, but it can no doubt be affirmed that it offered a unique opportunity to raise awareness on the importance of the safeguarding of cultural heritage worldwide. It has given the opportunity to discover and better understand our own and other peoples’ cultural heritage, and the need to protect, cherish, restore and preserve it.
