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® \Who we are: International company providing FLOSS

software-related services to governmental and political
organizations

Offices: Rome: headquarters; Brussels: sales and support;
Bangalore, India: research and development

MiSSiOoN: To promote democratization at all levels by

spreading freely-accessible and high-quality software
technology to remotely support democratic organizing
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. y Freedomofi Expression

Lack of Freedom of Information

+

Severe Lack of Democratic control over Media
Systems and Organizations

Reduced Value of Freedom of Expression



4 Freedom of Expression

What is the use of freedom of expression, if |
cannot inform myself on what is and what is

not? What is the use of speaking or writing

great ideas and important truths if hardly

anyone will hear?



‘¢ LackoiFreedom of Information

Little, distorted or no access to crucial
iInformation about critical contemporary global
and national issues lead journalists to produce

unuseful syntheses or opinions.



. R _ack off Democratic Control over the Media

Media Control
e Rigid vertical chains of command and control;
e Direct control over main media revenue sources;

e Heavy private subsidizing.

The power over public opinion formation is used to further

interests of media power holders.



4

Are solutions possible?

“It is natural that those who benefit from the
organization of state and private power will
portray it as inevitable, so that the victims will

feel helpless to act.”

-- Noam Chomsky, 1998.



Are such demands really radical ?

One example.
Ralph Nader achieved average 7-9% of preferences in polls preceding US

elections in 2000, even with a blacked-out campaign.

In 2000 and 2004 he proposed “the reversion of some organized time in

our publicly owned airwaves to establish audience-controlled radio and

TV networks to ensure the diversity of voices and solutions necessary for

a really free press and a true civic democracy™.



Selutions: current and future

A growing number of NGO’s, academics and other
organizations are portraying the strong democratization

of media systems.

Many groups understood that some of their promoted
views or goals were being ignored or attacked by media
powers, and started to create their own media, to get

the message out to the general public in large scale.




Selutions: current and future

We, among other social software organization, believe
in the huge political potential of media democratization
when practiced in large-scale networks or organizations

and when powered by innovative ICTs.



Selutions: current and future

Our technologies solve important outstanding problems,

which are not being tackled by others:

PES.org | My Settings | Help | Logout |

- O - ‘Wielcome, David Velieri | Friday, Movember 18, 2005
- AIIOWS for a Iarge members | 2 ssarcl h

extent of

|:: Define Pagination |
stept | [IStepan] | stens | | steps

User Flag Management

. Mewsletters Configuration @ |:C|):| |:|O:| I;l

democratic process Manage Decision fiem

customization of the

Fhasze Templates

Manage Invitations
Design Colurmn 1

that may be

width: 20 [

experimented and put Boces

Design Colurmn 2

width: B0 %
Boxes:

in practice.




Selutions: current and future

e Allows for equal participation to the system by all alphabetized people

through web, e-mail, fax, post or telephone, therefore almost completely

bridging the digital divide.
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Selutions: current and future

« Allows for people speaking different languages to cheaply participate in the same

democratic processes, through semi-automated asynchronous translation workflows.
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Selutions: current and future

» Are distributed under innovative FLOSS licenses that ensure the mandatory free access

of even any modified version of the technology within 12 months of anyone’s use.
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Thanks for your attention.

ParTecs s.r.l.

Giovani Spagnolo - Stand 1105
giovani@partecs.com



