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PPaarrTTeeccs s.r.ls s.r.l

• Who we are: International company providing FLOSS 
software-related services to governmental and political
organizations

• Offices: Rome: headquarters; Brussels: sales and support; 
Bangalore, India: research and development

• Mission: To promote democratization at all levels by
spreading freely-accessible and high-quality software 
technology to remotely support democratic organizing

2 of 15



Freedom of ExpressionFreedom of Expression

Lack of Freedom of Information

+
Severe Lack of Democratic control over Media 

Systems and Organizations

=
Reduced Value of Freedom of ExpressionReduced Value of Freedom of Expression
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Freedom of ExpressionFreedom of Expression

What is the use of freedom of expression, if I What is the use of freedom of expression, if I 

cannot inform myself on what is and what is cannot inform myself on what is and what is 

not? What is the use of speaking or writing not? What is the use of speaking or writing 

great ideas and important truths if hardly great ideas and important truths if hardly 

anyone will hear? anyone will hear? 
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Lack of Freedom of InformationLack of Freedom of Information

Little, Little, distorteddistorted or no access or no access toto crucialcrucial

informationinformation aboutabout criticalcritical contemporarycontemporary globalglobal

and and nationalnational issuesissues leadlead journalistsjournalists toto produce produce 

unusefulunuseful synthesessyntheses or or opinionsopinions..
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Media ControlMedia Control

•• RigidRigid verticalvertical chainschains of of commandcommand and control;and control;

•• Direct control over Direct control over mainmain media media revenuerevenue sourcessources;;

•• HeavyHeavy private private subsidizingsubsidizing..

The power over public opinion The power over public opinion formationformation isis usedused toto furtherfurther

interestsinterests of media power of media power holdersholders..

Lack of Democratic Control over the MediaLack of Democratic Control over the Media
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Are Are solutionssolutions possiblepossible??

““ItIt isis naturalnatural thatthat thosethose whowho benefit benefit fromfrom the the 

organizationorganization of state and private power of state and private power willwill

portrayportray itit asas inevitableinevitable, so , so thatthat the the victimsvictims willwill

feelfeel helplesshelpless toto actact..””

---- NoamNoam ChomskyChomsky, 1998., 1998.
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Are Are suchsuch demandsdemands reallyreally radicalradical ??

One One exampleexample..

RalphRalph NaderNader achievedachieved averageaverage 77--9% of 9% of preferencespreferences in in pollspolls precedingpreceding US US 

electionselections in 2000, in 2000, eveneven withwith a a blackedblacked--outout campaigncampaign..

In 2000 and 2004 In 2000 and 2004 hehe proposedproposed ““the the reversionreversion of some of some organizedorganized time in time in 

ourour publiclypublicly ownedowned airwavesairwaves toto establishestablish audienceaudience--controlled radio and controlled radio and 

TV TV networksnetworks toto ensureensure the the diversitydiversity of of voicesvoices and and solutionssolutions necessarynecessary forfor

a  a  reallyreally freefree press and a press and a truetrue civiccivic democracydemocracy””..
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SolutionsSolutions: : currentcurrent and futureand future

A A growinggrowing numbernumber of of NGONGO’’ss, , academicsacademics and and otherother

organizationsorganizations are are portrayingportraying the strong democratization the strong democratization 

of media of media systemssystems..

ManyMany groupsgroups understoodunderstood thatthat some of some of theirtheir promotedpromoted

viewsviews or or goalsgoals werewere beingbeing ignoredignored or or attackedattacked byby media media 

powerspowers, and , and startedstarted toto create create theirtheir ownown media, media, toto getget

the the messagemessage out out toto the the generalgeneral public in public in largelarge scalescale..
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SolutionsSolutions: : currentcurrent and futureand future

WeWe, , amongamong otherother social software social software organizationorganization, , believebelieve

in the in the hugehuge politicalpolitical potentialpotential of media of media democratizationdemocratization

whenwhen practicedpracticed in in largelarge--scalescale networksnetworks or or organizationsorganizations

and and whenwhen poweredpowered byby innovative innovative ICTsICTs..
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SolutionsSolutions: : currentcurrent and futureand future

OurOur technologiestechnologies solve solve importantimportant outstandingoutstanding problemsproblems, , 

whichwhich are are notnot beingbeing tackledtackled byby othersothers::

• AllowsAllows forfor a a largelarge

extentextent of of 

customizationcustomization of the of the 

democraticdemocratic processprocess

thatthat maymay bebe

experimentedexperimented and and putput

in in practicepractice..
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SolutionsSolutions: : currentcurrent and futureand future

• AllowsAllows forfor equalequal participationparticipation toto the system the system byby allall alphabetizedalphabetized people people 

through web, ethrough web, e--mail, fax, post or mail, fax, post or telephonetelephone, , thereforetherefore almostalmost completelycompletely

bridgingbridging the the digitaldigital dividedivide..
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• AllowsAllows forfor people people speakingspeaking differentdifferent languageslanguages toto cheaplycheaply participateparticipate in the in the samesame

democraticdemocratic processesprocesses, through , through semisemi--automatedautomated asynchronousasynchronous translationtranslation workflowsworkflows..

SolutionsSolutions: : currentcurrent and futureand future
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• Are Are distributeddistributed under innovative FLOSS under innovative FLOSS licenseslicenses thatthat ensureensure the the mandatorymandatory freefree access access 

of of eveneven anyany modifiedmodified versionversion of the of the technologytechnology withinwithin 12 12 monthsmonths of of anyoneanyone’’s s useuse..

SolutionsSolutions: : currentcurrent and futureand future
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PPaarrTTeeccs s.r.l.s s.r.l.

Thanks for your attention.Thanks for your attention.

Giovani Spagnolo Giovani Spagnolo –– Stand 1105Stand 1105
giovani@partecs.comgiovani@partecs.com


