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This article summarizes briefly the main conclusions of a resarch project carried out for
UNESQO by the Certer for Pea® and Human Secuity of SciencesPa. Since Jaruary 2006, ateam of
five SciencesPoDdMagersstuderts (Marina Guseva, Mounira Nakaa, Kirsi Pekkala, Bachir Sauberou
and Sami Stouli) hascollected and organized quartitative and qualitative evidernce of the correlations
between indicabrs of an environmert favorabe to free and independent meda and indicatbors of
humandevelopmert, human security, poverty reduction, good governance and peace

This yea, the World Pres Freedom Confererce focused on the links between freedom of the
press and poverty. As areault, this summaryconcertrateson the most appropriate indicatbors to explain
the correlation between poverty and press freecbm. This work is quite close to that presrted by
Danel Kaufmam or Pippa Norris (using the sameindexesof Pres Freedom and the same approach as
the latter), but brings some other elemerts of conclusion into play by looking specificaly at various
indicators of poverty. The main ideaisto seeif it is possible to find any logical process in the racefor
developmert where a free press canplay arole.

There is no needhereto recal the mission contained in UNESCOQsmardate or Article 19 of the
Universal Declaraion of Human Rights, as well as the subsequent intermational declaraions about
freedom of the press. They are taken for grarted, as a starting point on which everyone agees This
paper is thus divided asfollows: first, it focuseson the background framework and the methodology
adopted for the study (how the aralysis can be consideredin terms of human secuity); secand, it
provides explarations for the main correlations observed between press freecbm and indicators of
poverty ; third, it draws some conclusions ard indicateswhat further studiesneedto be done.

I — Conceptual framework and Methodology

A — Background: Broad Human Development Approach

Diversdty in its various forms is at the core of demacracy. freedom of the press is certral to
demaracy asthe freecom of expression is necesary to ary other form of freecom. Whereliberty to
express oneslf doesnot exist, thereis only very redricted access to other liberties and thus human
rights camot be repected.

A broad concegion of Human Dewelopment is used as the background framework to this
aralysis. humanbeings areat the certer of this system, showing that everyone hasthe right to be free
from fear(asassessed through indicaors of violent mortality rate, the number of refugeesby country
or infant mortality rates), free from Wart (as can be asessed through indicators of acces to clean
water, nourishment, heakth and medcal conditions, educaion, emdoymert, income distribution), and
free to be worthy, to have a life of dignity (living in a safe and secue ervironmenrt, degee of
corruption and good governance).

Human Development

Free from Want

Human Being

Human Rights
A life of Dignity

<

UNDP uses the notion of Human Secuity - undergood as ecanomic secuity, food security,
heakh secuity, environmert security, personal security, community secuity and political secuity- to
precise the notion of human developmert. In our study, these various dimersions have been cross-cut
with the Millemium Developmen Goals (MDGs). Threemain and broad dimersions have beenkept:



developmert in its broaded serse, governance and violence. This paper givesthe reaults for the two
first dimersions only?

B — Indicators and methodology

To assess the freedm of the press, we usedthe indicators esalished by Freedm House in 1996,
1998, 2000, 2002 and 2004. This index varies between 0 and 100: from 0 to 30, the press is free;
between 31 and 60, the press is relatively free; over 61 the country is consideredas suffering from a
lack of press freecbm. The indicabrs explained arnd used thereafer come from the World Bark
(governarce indicatbors B see the work by Dariel Kaufmam et al.) or from various sourcessuch as
UNDP (MDGsOndexes, World Developmert Indicabrs or UNESCO (1SU). We edablished averages
with the numbers availabe for the 5 yeas as mertioned above. Though such means are usually
impossible or difficult to egalish (egecially for some indicabrs such as HDI, because of their
composition and for statisticalmethodol ogical reasons), we decided to use them in order to maximize
the number of data availabe (in termof countriesand of figuresavailabe by country): it thenbecanes
possible to comparethe situation of different countriesand the way in which freecbm of the press can
have an impact on thes situations. Thes averages are only a way to stahkilize and compare the
situation of countriesto each other, not atool to compare their own evolution in time.

The methodology adopted uses simple ecanometrics to asess the correlations between the
freecbom of the press (FOP) ard different indicaibrs of developmert and governance. The ideaisto see
what impact freedbm of the press has on development? What kind of correlations can be observed
between poverty alleviation indicabrs and pres freecdbm indicabrs? If no nexus of logical
connections is reveakd, is it nonetheless possible to see a strong influence betweenall the differert
indexes?

The correlation coefficiert measuresthe intersity of the linearrelation betweenthe variabes For
each correlation, the scater-gram indicakes the regession line Y= a*FOP + b where O®is the
edimated effect of FOP on indicabr Y. The determination coefficiert (R?) givesthe percertage of Y
variations explained by FOP.

The analysis of correlation is close but not to be confused with causality analysis. The purpose of
correlation analysis is to look at linear correlations between pres freecom (FOP) and poverty
alleviation. The figuresobtained do not say anything about the causality betweenthe two variades it
only gives an idea of the relationship they have, of the intersity of this linear relationship, of the
influence of one variabe on another, all else being equal. When the correlation is significart between
two variabes this means that A canimply B asB canimply A. But athird factor, C, canalso cause A
ard B, which arein no way linkedin the begnning. WhatOsmore, if several indicabors were takeninto
accaunt in the correlations, thenthe correlation coefficient would ceriainly be differert.

The main hypothess teded are each time, that pres freedom has a positive effect on
developmert. And indeed thisis oftenconfirmed

II — Correlations between press freedom and poverty alleviation
indicators

A — Governance and Press freedom indicators

As explained by Pippa Norris, freecbm of the press operaeslike a watchdog over the abuse of
power, asa civic forum for political debate and asan agenda setter. Press Freeam thus has asalread/
proved, some effects on governarce indicaors. We looked at 5 indicairs of governancein the study®.
Each time we obtained significart results with high correlation coefficients. All the indicatbrs vary
between-3 and 3, the higher the fi gure, the better the performarce.

% The longer study is of course more detailed and give all the results

® For details on Governance indicators, see the papers by Daniel Kaufmann and Pippa Norris in this book, but
also their previous work on the topic (cf. our bibliography)



1 PbPditical Stahlity and FOP

Pditical Stahility is positively correlated
to FOP - if peaple have a free press, they have
a possibility to debate in a non-violert way.
Governmerts thus have a good tool to marage
possible social tensions (civic forum function).
Cuba and North Korea repreent pecdiar
countries as they have no FOP but a political
stability comparable to the average: for thes
countries the indicaor of political stahility
does not mean that the governmert suits
everyone, but that it is very difficult to
complain against it. Countries like Norway,
Switzerland or Finland areto be found in the
top left hand corner. .

2 D Govermmert effeciveness and FOP

Here also FOP is strongly associated to
governmert effeciveress. the press helps to
seeif goverrmernt policiesattain their goals or
not. FOP is a tool for the populaton to asess
and judge public policiesarnd services(agenda
ard policy makerd dimersion). Some
countries mostly island countries like Belize,
Dominican Republic, Micronesa, Guyara,
Jamata or Marshall Island, berefit from a free
press but are subject to weak government
effectiveness. Countries like Switzerland,
Sweden, Norway or Netherlands are to be
found in the top left hand corner. No country
cumulates a high indicabr of goverrmert
effectiveness with anon-free press.

3 PReaulatory Quality and FOP

This correlation is one of the most esertial as
it shows very clealy how economic
developmert ard press freecbm are related to
each other. The requlatory quality (business
tramsacions and public serviceg is crucial for
individuals to work in a confident ecahomic
ernvironmert. A free press helps to guarariee
such an ervironmert: rules ard reliahility of
the system are observed through the press.
Singapore and Brunei are two excegions,
cumulating a good regulatory quality but a
very bad FOP indicabor. Every country having
a regulatory quality indicabor below -2 can be
consideredto have bad FOP indicabr. Again,
countries like Norway or the Netherlands are
to be found in the top left hand corner.

4 PRuUeof Law and FOP

The rule of law correponds to the
independence of the courts and to the

Political Stability

Government Effectiveness

Regulatory Quality
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erforceahlity of contracs. It is also positively
related to FOP: regpect for and applicaion of
the law, assessed through the press, are a
guararteeof good governance. Those countries
where the rule of law is bed regeced ard
where FOP is very high aresituated in the top
left hand corner. When the rule of law
indicabr is weak (under -1), the FOP indicator
is always above 60 (non free press).

5 B Corruption and FOP

Regession confirms how freedbm of the
press is strong when corruption is weak The
gapin the level of the FOP indicator is obvious
between states where the corruption indicator
is above 1 ard those where it is below 1: a
satisfactory level of press freecom goes hard
in hand with minor corruption. Here again, in
spite of a good level of pres freedom some
small islands countries suffer from high
corruption. Irag, Haiti, Russia or Cuba are
located in the bottom right hand corner: in
countries where corruption is not controlled
the press is constrained. Only Singapore allies
a low level of FOP with a strong control of
corruption. The watchdog function of the
press is again proved here b but it also shows
that state cersorship and the use of the press as
a way to reinforce the power of auocratc
regmesstill exist.
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All in all, the reailts obtained when looking at the correlation between pres freedom ard
govermance indicabrs confirm the previous reailts obtained by Pippa Norris. This increags
confidercein the reliakility of the measires But we needto go furtherin the study of the indicatorsin
order to have a better ideaof the links betweenpress freecbm ard poverty alleviation: governance ard
demccratizaton are directy related to each other, and this process, as stressed by Pippa Norris, is
indirecty linkedto humandevelopmert in areciprocal relationship. We shall seewhat the figuressay

about thislater.
B — Global Overview

1 - HumanDewelopmernt Index

Thisindex is usedto obtain a brief ideaof
the dewvelopmert situation of one country
compared to another. It brings data on life
expectarcy, literacyratesand GDP per capta.

The correlation with press freedom (FOP)
shows that countries with a high HDI (>0.8)
arealso countriesfor which the FOP indicabr
is relatively low (FOP<560). Same excegions
are worth noticing for Singapore, Qatar,
Brunei, Bahrain, Saudi Arakia:the HDI is high
but FOP relatively poor. This canundoubtedy
be mainly explained by the GDP per cagtain
such countries

HDI
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2 - HumanPoverty Index -1

This indicaor gives a picture of
deprivation in standards of living included in
the HDI for Deweloping Countries it
summaizesthe percertage of pegple that will
not live after 40, the percenage of illiteracy
amag adults, the percertage of peagple having
acces to cleanwater, the percertage of pegple
having acces to health services and the
percenage of children under 5 suffering
malnutrition. It thus gives a first idea of the
way press freecbm is related to poverty in
gereral

The correlation is not that high here but it
is eay to verify that the higher the FOP the
weaker the HPI. The majority of countries are
situated in the top right hand corner. Only
Cuba has both a weak FOP ard a very weak
HPI. The poorer the country, the less freecom
of thepressit has

Log (HPI-1)
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These two indicesgive afirst ideaof the correlations betweenFOP and developmert and between
FOP ard poverty both taken very globally. This first very broad approach confirms the hypotheses a
positive correlation exists between press freedm and poverty. In thes correlations however, the
determination coeffi cierts are weak (R?), mearing that other elemerts needto be takeninto accaunt to
explore the relationship betweenpress freecom and poverty.

C — Economic Poverty and FOP
1 BbIncome per cagdta and FOP

The correlation between the logged GDP
per capta (2002, international dollarg and
FOP is relatively high, confirming Pippa
NorrisO resilts. We also observe some
numeraus outliers countries (mainly Middle
Eadern countries like Sauli Arakbia, Bahrain,
Oman United Arab Emirates and, again,
Singapore) in the top right hand corner: these
countries are ecanomically rich but a lot of
redrictions weigh on their press. They show
that income is not enough for a country to
develop a free press. WhatDsmore, no country
is situated in the bottom left hand corner,
mearning that it is relatively difficult to have a
free press whenthe GDP per captaisvery low
(excepg for some countries like Benin, as
explainedin Pippa NorrisQpaper).

2 - Economic Ineauality (Logged Gini
Index)

Austria, Belgium, Switzerlard, Czech
Rep, Gemary, Finlard, Frarce, Hungary,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Sloveria ard
Sweden are amag countries cumulating
strong FOP and alow level of inequalities

Log (GDP per capita)
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For Camermn, Gamhba, Nigeria and Zambia,
FOP is low ard inequalities are high. Yemen
hasa pecudiar situation, having low FOP but a
relatively weak level of inequalities (excepion
to be confirmed, our conclusion may be biased
becawse of the figureg. By showing how
unequal the situations between human beings
are, the press, if freg canreduce their raison
d’étre. Exceptions also show that ecanomic
developmert and FOP do not always go along
together

3 - Poverty Headccount ratio at $2 a Day

The threshold of $1 a day (belonging to
the MDGs) is intereging but less conclusive
than the thredhold at $2 a day. FOP can
obviously only exist with great difficulty in
situations of extreme poverty. The freer the
press, the lower the perceriage of people living
under the poverty line. This is coherert with
some reallts obtained also by looking at the
correlation between FOP and the Poverty Gap.
with a good FOP, the poverty gap is greaty
reduced Some outlier countries like
Byelorussia, Iran and Tunisia have a non-free
press but a low level of poverty. On the other
hand, some countriesalso have a high level of
press freedom and the same level of poverty
amag their population.

Log (Gini index)
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Overall, these correlations show that a high level of press freecom (low FOP indicaior) is mostly
linked to low monetary indicabrs of poverty (strong GDP per capta, weak Gini index and weak
percenage of population under the poverty line). Other indicabrs are needed however to asess the
links between poverty alleviation and press freedm. These indicabrs ases the non-ecaiomic

componernts of poverty.

D — Decent living conditions and FOP

1 D Undernmourishmen, acess to clean
water and FOP

For these two crucial agpects of poor
living conditions, the reallts are significan.
No country cumulates a strong press freecom
with a high degee of its population suffering
from underrourishmert. A good FOP is a
guarartee against malnutrition and famine (cf.
Armatya SerQgeallts). The same observation
holds for acces to cleanwater: asindicaied by
the scater-gram, no country is situated in the
bottom left hand corner. Finally, countrieslike
Lebanon, Syria, Lybia, Turkey, Tunisia,
Malaysia, Cuba, Egypt or Iran have good water
acces ard/or a low undernourishment
percenage but no press freecbm. This mears
thatevenwhenacces to reourcesis ensured,

Improved water source access (%o of population)
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2 - Life expectancy at birth and Infant
Mortality rate

These two correlations reflect the reverse
relation between the two variabes the better
the FOP, the wealer the infant mortality is ard
the better life expectarcy at birth is. These
reaults sugged that FOP has a positive impact
of the health situation of a country. The pres 40 s
has a crucial role on a countryOs heath Bwa [so ZMB _‘ZWB
situation; a free press can help fight against 30 . . . S
diseagsand predct early on constraints on life 0 20 40 60 80 100
expeciarcy. It should be noticed that for Freedom ofPress
similar life expectarcy at birth, the FOP
indicabr varies a lot, mearnng that other e
variabeshave to be consideredatthis stace.

3 - Expenditure on heakh (% of GDP)

The correlation is very significart and
positive concerring public expenditure, but
realy not interesing when looking at private
experditure on heath. Where FOP does not
exist, the press camot play arny role with
regard to health issues it doesnot help public
needs and public policies lack information on .
the real state of heath in the country in o | Comelation Coeff -0 640 ¢
quedion. However, a freepress is necesary to 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50
promote the fundamertal right to which every Log (Freedom of Press)
human being should have acces. acess to
heath.

When looking at the correlation between press freecbm and medcal personnel and vacchation
rates (vaccination against tuberculosis and the number of physicians per 1000 peaple), it appears
clearly that FOP helps underline the fact that some countrieslack medcal assistance ard personnel.
Determination coefficierts (R? are not that high in these regressions: cerin other variabes such as
education must have a stronger effect on the number of physicians, and thenon the number of children
that are vaacinated. The countries with the worst FOP and the loweg number of physicians in their
population are mostly African Of course, conflicts and an insecue environmert also explain the
diffi cult conditions such countriesareconfronted with.
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Public expenditure on health (% GDP)

4 - Prevalenceof HIV

This correlation is very intereging to explain one of the bigged cauwses of dissaesband thus of
poverty - in the world. When considering all the countries affected by HIV, the correlation is very
weak. But when dividing these countriesin three subgroups, the reaults are much more intereding: in
countrieswhere the prevalence of HIV is situated between0.1% and 8%, the correlation coeffi ciert is
very strong. For the other groups, it is diffi cult to conclude ascountrieshaving a prevalence inferior to
0.1% either have a free press or do not have ary. The sameis true for countries having a prevalence
rate superior to 8%.

FOP certainly helps fight HIV but some countries desuite some significart press freecom, are
still confrontedwith a high prevalencerate.

5 - Education

Educaton is essertial to developmert and pres freedbm. The correlations observed when
studying its links with Pres Freedom that the correlation hasa double serse: FOP hassome effect on



educaion, but education has even more effect
on FOP. The education index gives a global
overview of the educatonal situation within a
country, taking into accant literacy rate ard
errollmert. Countriessuch as Mali, Niger ard
Burkina Fa appear as outlier countries the
FOP indicabr is not that weak but their
educaton index is. Same countries such as
China, Cuba, Libya, Thailand, and Tajikistan
have a good education index and a bad FOP.

When looking in more defail at literacy

Log(Education Index)
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educaed, the more they can also act
themslvesto defend the freedm of the press.
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III — Conclusion, Remarks and Recommendations

A—To sumup...

A freepressis strongly associated with a good level of developmert and reducedpoverty. Income
poverty is of course obviously strong when FOP does not exist, but this is also the cas for poverty
heactount ratio and Gini index. Acces to primary goods and better nutrition also coexist with strong
FOP. However, some countries evenif they reachsome decer standards of living, still do not have a
freepress.

A freepressis well associated with decent medcal environmert: where medcal staff is missing, a
free press canhelp spreadng the word about it, and thus help improve the situation.

FOP and educaion have a double relationship: educaion seemsto play more on FOP than FOP
doeson educaton. But of course, pegple do care about their educaion when they are free from fear
ard free from basc needs, from wart. This mears that in developing countries where survival comes
first and freedbm secand , the press needs educated people who use their ahilitiesto help their fellow
citizers attain other typesof freecm.

A free pres has to be undergood as being a crucial key in the reduction of poverty, for
developmert in both its social and ecanomic agects. It helps to show the governmert, or remind it
when necessary, where its true regonsibilitieslie. A freepressis not a luxury good only availabe to
developed country or rich country: the proof is that somerich countriesdo not necesarily have a free
press! As adevelopmert tool, the press is aseffective asinvegmert or education.

B — Limits and suggestions for further research

The cawsality quegion camot find any resolution in this approach Without press freedom, the
developmert of a country, and whatOsmore the developmert of individuals, canonly beredricted

Media acces should have been usedto obtain stronger correlations. However, comparisons show
that the conclusions obtained arequite close. Bedde, meda diffusion canbe ensured if infrastructures
areavailable, aswell asecaomic resourcesto get this acces. The mechansm and nexus arenot eay
to distinguish.

WhatOsmore, 1) Same control variabes should be introduced into the regressions (cf. Pippa
NorrisOpaper for an example of such work); 2) some further studiesshould be done on some countries
such asCuba and Singapore and see if they can by their pecuiar situation, explain a part of the nexus,
3) some correlation on gender equalitiesshould be done aswomen, epecially in the pooreg countries
are a key to development: with a better educaton, they can improve their contracegion, they can
organzethemslvesto ak for more health services efc; 4) correlation could be done per yea in order
to compare the evolution of eachof them in time: some evolution could tell alot about the mectanism
existing betweenpress freedom and poverty alleviation, press freedom and humansecurity.
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