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Part A. Essential Information

1 Summary
The construction - in August 1961 - and the fall - in November 1989 - of the Berlin Wall are symbols of German division and reunification. In a broader sense, it symbolizes the political division of the world and the cold war in general. The Two-plus-Four-Treaty signed in Moscow on 12 September 1990 stands for the peaceful resolution of this era in world politics. The treaty can be considered an outstanding success of diplomacy. 

This momentum and process is part of the political heritage and the collective memory of Germany, Europe and the world during the post-World War II era. 

The memory of the world of the construction and the fall of the Berlin Wall is made up of a complex fabric of tangible and intangible heritage, by physical remains, media-transmitted images and by political documents and treaties. The Wall had a strong impact on people's lives, on society, politics, economy and culture in Germany and internationally. 

The documents proposed for inscription are significant audio documents and images of both 1961 and 1989 as well as the Two-plus-Four Treaty of Sept 12, 1990 (Moscow).

On 13 August 1961, the Regime of the German Democratic Republic (GDR) with the help of the Soviet army fenced off the Soviet Sector from the rest of the City. The initial barbed wire fence was systematically transformed into a concrete wall surrounded by a 'no-man’s land' replete with watch towers, guard dogs and armed patrols who had the order 'shoot to kill' [Schiessbefehl].

In summer 1989, a mass exodus from the GDR began when Hungary opened up its border with Austria and took in thousands of refugees. The Berlin Wall came down on 9 November .  1989. With the signing of the "Two-plus-Four-Treaty" in Moscow in September 1990, the former Allied Powers made the reunification of Germany possible. In August 1990, the first freely elected GDR Peoples Chamber voted for the accession of the GDR to the Federal Republic of Germany which came into effect on 3 October 1990. 

2. 
Details of the Nominators

2.1. Names
a) Foundation Haus der Geschichte der Bundesrepublik Deutschland, as a focal point for liaising with other institutions that preserve parts of the documentary heritage of the Berlin Wall
b) The Berlin Wall Documentation Centre / Memorial Site Bernauer Straße (Berlin)
c) Foundation Deutsches Rundfunkarchiv, Frankfurt am Main und Potsdam-Babelsberg
d) Political Archive of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Berlin (treaty section)
e) German MOW-Nomination Committee, as a focal point for liaising with other institutions that preserve parts of the documentary heritage of the Berlin Wall

2.2. Relationship to the documentary heritage nominated
a) The Foundation 'Haus der Geschichte' with its centres in Bonn and Leipzig provides public access to relevant documents concerning the construction and the fall of the Berlin wall 

b) The Berlin Wall Documentation Centre / Memorial Site Bernauer Straße (Berlin) provides public access to relevant documents concerning the construction and the fall of the Berlin wall, both through its permanent documentation centre, the memorial site and changing exhibitions
c) Foundation Deutsches Rundfunkarchiv (German Broadcasting Archives, Frankfurt a. Main and Potsdam-Babelsberg) is custodian and partly also owner of audio and film legacy of RIAS (the former American Broadcasting for Berlin) and GDR television
d) the Political Archive of the Foreign Ministry is owner and custodian of the original treaty text of the 1990 Two-plus-Four-Treaty
e) the German MOW Nomination Committee is the initiator of this nomination and serves as the focal point for all other co-nominators


2.3. Contact persons 
a) Dr. Hans Walter Hütter, Executive director a.i., Foundation Haus der Geschichte der Bundesrepublik Deutschland
b) Christine M. Merkel, Executive Secretary to the German MOW Nomination Committee 

2.4. Contact details
a) Dr. Hans Walter Hütter, Executive director a.i., Haus der Geschichte, 

Willy-Brandt-Allee 14, D-53113 Bonn/Germany Fon +49-228-9165-100, Fax: +49-228-9165-300, e-mail: direktor@hdg.de
b) Christine M. Merkel, Head of Division for Culture and Communication (MOW), German Commission for UNESCO, Colmantstr. 15, D-53115 Bonn/Germany, 
Fon +49-228-60497-18/-0, Fax +49-228-60497-30, e-mail merkel@unesco.de


3. Identity and description of the documentary heritage

3.1 Name and identification details of the items being nominated

The international memory of the construction and the fall of the Berlin Wall are made up of a complex fabric of tangible and intangible heritage. The Wall had a strong impact on people's lives, on society, politics, economy and culture in Germany and beyond. The documents proposed for inscription are the political document which overcame the division of Germany, i.e. the Two-plus-Four-Treaty of 12 September 1990 and audio documents and images of both 1961 and 1989 which relate to the imagery of the Wall as it has become part of World memory.
 
Nominated items regarding the construction of the wall in 1961
Doc 1) Audio document of Walter Ulbricht's press conference on June 15, 1961, stating "nobody intends to construct a wall" ("Niemand hat die Absicht eine Mauer zu errichten"). Walter Ulbricht was at that time Chairperson of the State Council of the German Democratic Repubic, hence Head of State of the GDR.
Original broadcast with RBB Berlin broadcasting, Copy in CD-ROM Berlin, 13.August 1961, edited by the German Broadcasting Archive, track one, 0’50’’
For content details see 3.2.
Doc 2) Images of the physical construction of the Berlin wall in August 1961, original film with Radio Berlin Brandenburg broadcasting, copy from the Video "Ein Volk sprengt seine Mauern"/ a people breaks its walls, digits 46:28- 47:40,
Doc 3) Images of peoples' responses to the construction of the wall: A soldier jumping over the barbed wire in August 1961, citizens crossing the barbed wire, people jumping from the upper floors of houses already walled up on the ground floor. Original film with Rundfunk Brandenburg Berlin broadcasting, copy taken from the Video "Ein Volk sprengt seine Mauern"/ a people breaks its walls, digits 48:12-49:00

Note: the background music in the film was added in 1989 and is NOT part of the nomination!
Nominated items regarding the fall of the wall in 1989
Doc 4) Film of press conference of Günther Schabowski as spokesperson for the GDR Council of Ministers on November 9, 1989, announcing casually new rules for border transit. Original film with Foundation Deutsches Rundfunkarchiv, copy taken from the video "Ein Volk sprengt seine Mauern'/a people breaks its walls, Sender Freies Berlin / Norddeutscher Rundfunk International, digits 02:08- 02:29
Doc 5) Images of the demolishing of the wall, the pulling off of wall segments in front of the Brandenburg gate, November 1989. Film originals with Radio Berlin Brandenburg broadcasting, copy taken from Video "Ein Volk sprengt seine Mauern”/ a people breaks its walls, digits 01:02:07- 01:04:09 and 1:04:58-1:05:48

Doc 6) The Two-Plus-Four-Treaty of 1990. The original of the treaty has been done on normal typewriter paper and signed in Moscow on 12 September 1990. This original is kept in the treaty section of the Political Archives of the German Foreign Office in Berlin. The treaty text has been published in the Federal Law Gazette. 

A Facsimile Edition of the Two-Plus-Four-Treaty of 1990 has been published as an insert to the German Foreign Office Publication '2 plus 4'. Die Verhandlungen über die äußeren Aspekte der Herstellung der deutschen Einheit. Eine Dokumentation. Bonn, 2nd edition, 1993


3.2 Description of the documentary heritage, see 3.1.

Additional details: Content transcription of Doc 1 (Audio) and Doc 3 (Video), Original in German, working translation in English by the German Commission for UNESCO

Audio Doc 1: 15.06.1061 'Niemand hat die Absicht eine Mauer zu errichten'

Internationale Pressekonferenz im Berliner Haus der Ministerien,

Antwort Walter Ulbrichts auf eine Frage von Annemarie Doherr

Taken from Audio CD: Stimmen des 20. Jahrhunderts – Berlin, 13. August 1961, track one, 0’50’’
['Nobody has the intention to construct a wall' – International press conference in the (East) Berlin House of Ministries, Answer of Walter Ulbricht to a question by Journalist Annemarie Doherr of Frankfurter Rundschau]

Question by Annemarie Doherr (Journalist):

'Ich möchte eine Zusatzfrage stellen; Doherr, Frankfurter Rundschau. Herr Vorsitzender, bedeutet die Bildung einer freien Stadt Ihrer Meinung nach, dass die Staatsgrenze am Brandenburger Tor errichtet wird und sind Sie entschlossen, dieser Tatsache mit allen Konsequenzen Rechnung zu tragen?'
[I would like to ask an additional question: Mr Chairperson, does the building of a free city imply in your opinion that there will be a state border erected at the Brandenburg gate, and are you ready to assume the full responsibility of the consequences of such a decision?]

Answer by Walter Ulbricht, Chairperson of the State Council of the German Democratic Republic, hence Head of State of the GDR

'Ich verstehe Ihre Frage so, dass es Menschen in Westdeutschland gibt, die wünschen, dass wir die Bauarbeiter der Hauptstadt der DDR mobilisieren, um eine Mauer aufzurichten, ja? Mir ist nicht bekannt, dass eine solche Absicht besteht, da sich die Bauarbeiter in der Hauptstadt hauptsächlich mit Wohnungsbau beschäftigen und ihre Arbeitskraft voll eingesetzt wird. Niemand hat die Absicht, eine Mauer zu errichten.'
[I understand your question that you are saying that there are people in West Germany who want us to mobilise the construction workers of the Capital of the GDR in order to construct a wall, isn’t it? To my knowledge, there are no such intentions, because the construction workers in the Capital of the GDR are more than busy with building houses and their manpower is fully needed for this task. Nobody has the intention to construct a wall.]

Video Doc 3: Press conference of Günther Schabowski as spokesperson for the GDR Council of Ministers in East-Berlin on November 9, 1989, announcing casually new rules for border transit 

Taken from the video 'Ein Volk sprengt seine Mauern' /a people breaks its walls, Sender Freies Berlin / Norddeutscher Rundfunk International, digits 02:08- 02:29
Statement by Günther Schabowski, GDR Council of Ministers:

'Also, Privatreisen nach dem Ausland können ohne Vorliegen von Voraussetzungen, Reiseanlässe und Verwandtschaftsverhältnisse beantragt werden. Die Genehmigungen werden kurzfristig erteilt. Zuständige Abteilung, Pass- und Meldewesen der VP... der volksparteilichen Ämter in der DDR, sind angewiesen, Visa zur ständigen Ausreise unverzüglich zu erteilen, ohne dass darin noch geltende Voraussetzungen der zur ständigen Ausreise vorliegen müssen.'
[Well, private travel abroad can be applied for WITHOUT PRECONDITIONS such as special reasons for travel or specified family relations. Authorizations will be granted at short notice. The relevant authorities in charge, the divisions for passport and registration at the people’s party offices of the GDR, are instructed to grant applicants permanent travel visa without any delay, and without any of the currently required preconditions.]

Background
On August 13, 1961 the Communist Party of the GDR, with the help of the Soviet army fenced off the Soviet Sector from the rest of the City. The initial barbed wire fence was systematically transformed into a concrete wall surrounded by a 'no-man’s land' replete with watch towers, guard dogs and armed patrols who had the order 'shoot to kill'. 

At dawn on 13 August 1961, German Democratic Republic (GDR) combat units closed the inner Berlin frontier. The Soviet army secured this division. East Berlin was abruptly fenced off from West Berlin; 17 million people were suddenly locked in. West Berlin remained a beacon of freedom. The GDR considered those who attempted to cross the so-called 'anti-Fascist wall of defence' criminals. Escapees were branded as 'traitors'. The regime intensified its oppression and crushed all opposition. The division now seemed permanent. Over Christmas 1963 - more than two years after the Wall had been built - West Berliners were able to visit their relatives in East Berlin for the first time. Between 19 December 1963 and 5 January 1964, about 100,000 people crossed the border daily. There were further Permit Agreements up to 1966. In the GDR, the gap between promises and reality kept widening throughout the 70s and 80s. The number of applications for exit visas and cases of open protest multiplied. The regime continued to suppress opposition groups, manipulate elections and reject reforms.

In the summer of 1989, a mass exodus from the GDR began when Hungary opened up its border with Austria and took in thousands of refugees. Inside the GDR, 70.000 people demonstrated in Leipzig on 9 October 1989. By 16 October the number had increased to 120,000. The GDR leadership lost grip of the situation, exemplified in the famous press conference by Günther Schaboswki on behalf of the Council of Ministers of the GDR on 9 November in East-Berlin. The Berlin Wall came down on 9 November 1989. 

With the signing of the "Two-plus-Four-Treaty" in September 1990, the former Allied Powers made the reunification of Germany diplomatically possible. In August 1990, the first freely elected GDR Peoples Chamber voted for the accession of the GDR to the Federal Republic of Germany.

Bibliography and Documentation 

Chronik der Mauer [Chronicle of the Wall]. 15. Juni bis 30. August 1961. CD-ROM, 2001, Deutschlandradio / Bundeszentrale für Politische Bildung. Original text and audio documents (e.g. Willy Brandt, Walter Ulbricht et al) 

see also: www.chronik-der-mauer.de

Berliner Mauer Dokumentationszentrum [Berlin Wall documentations centre]. Berlin (o.J.)
- 13. August 1961. Werkschau des Dokumentationszentrums Berliner Mauer
- Grenzblicke. Werkschau des Dokumentationszentrums Berliner Mauer
- Studio am Stacheldraht. Tondokumente zur Zeitgeschichte (audio documents)
see also: www.berliner-mauer-dokumentationszentrum.de

DRA [German Broadcasting Archive], CD, Berlin 13. August 1961, Frankfurt, 2001

DRA [German Broadcasting Archive], CD; Stimmen des 20. Jahrhunderts: Die Mauer fällt. Die Wende in Deutschland vom Januar 1989 bis zum 3. Oktober 1990. Frankfurt, 2000 [Voices of the XXieth century. The Wall comes down. Winds of change in Germany from January 1989 through October 3, 1990]

Flemming, Thomas/Koch, Hagen: Die Berliner Mauer. Geschichte eines politischen Bauwerks, Berlin 1999 [The Berlin Wall. History of a political construction]

Frech, Birgit: Die Berliner Mauer in der Literatur. Eine Untersuchung ausgewählter Prosawerke seit 1961, Pfungstadt bei Darmstadt 1992 [The Berlin wall in literature. A study on selected prosa since 1961]

Hertle, Hans-Hermann: Chronik des Mauerfalls, 8. Auflage, Berlin 1999 [Chronical of the Fall of the Wall, 8th reprint]

Hertle, Hans-Hermann: Der Fall der Mauer. Die unbeabsichtigte Selbstauflösung des SED-Staates, 2. Auflage, Opladen-Wiesbaden, 1999 [The Fall of the Wall: The Unintended Self-Dissolution of East Germany's Ruling Regime]

Hertle, Hans-Hermann: The Fall of the Wall: The Unintended Self-Dissolution of East Germany's Ruling Regime. In: Cold War International History Project Bulletin, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington, D.C., Issue 12, Winter/Spring 2001, p.1-34

Hertle, Hans-Hermann/Jarausch, Konrad H./Kleßmann, Christoph (Hg.): Mauerbau und Mauerfall. Ursachen – Verlauf – Auswirkungen, Berlin 2002 [The construction and the fall of the Berlin wall. Causes – Course – Consequences.]

Hildebrandt, Rainer: Es geschah an der Mauer, 19. Auflage, Berlin 2000 [It happened at the wall]

Koop, Volker: 'Den Gegner vernichten'. Die Grenzsicherung der DDR, Bonn 1996 [Annihilating the adversary. The border protection of the GDR]

Ritter, Jürgen/Lapp, Peter Joachim: Die Grenze. Ein deutsches Bauwerk, 2. Auflage, Berlin 1998 [The border. A German construction]

SFB Sender Freies Berlin / NDR International,"Ein Volk sprengt seine Mauern, 9. November 1989" (Video) [A people breaks ist walls]

Stiftung Gedenkstätte Berlin-Schönhausen: Die vergessenen Opfer der Mauer, Berlin 2001[The forgotten victims of the wall]

Wyden, Peter: Die Mauer war unser Schicksal, Berlin 1995 [The wall was our fate]

Independent references 
- Prof. em. Dr. Dr. h.c.mult.Karl Dietrich Bracher, University of Bonn, Dept. of Political Sciences
–Prof. Dr. Günther Heydemann, University of Leipzig, Dept. of History
- Prof. Dr. Klaus Hildebrand,  University of Bonn, Dept. of History,  
- Prof. Dr. Konrad H. Jarausch, Centre for Contemporary History, Potsdam
- Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Jürgen Kocka, M.A., President of Science Centre (Wissenschaftszentrum), Berlin
- Prof. Geir Lundestad, Ph. D., Professor of History, University of Oslo, Director of the Norwegian Nobel Institute
- Christian F. Ostermann, Director, Cold War International History Project, The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington, DC
- Prof. em.Dr. Hans-Peter Schwarz, University of Bonn, Dept. of Political Science
- Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c., em., Hermann Weber, Professor for Political Science and Contemporary History, 1981-1997 Director of the Research Centre History of the GDR at the University of Mannheim


4. Justification for Inclusion / Assessment against the Selection Criteria 

4.1.Evaluation of Authenticity:  
The Political Archive holds the certified original copy of the 1990 Two-plus-Four-Treaty. RBB Berlin broadcasting and the German Broadcasting Archives (Foundation Deutsches Rundfunkarchiv) hold the original documents (text, audio, image) produced for broadcasting in both 1961 and 1989.

4.2. World significance, uniqueness and irreplaceability: As a symbol of the Cold War in Europe and the world, the Berlin Wall transcends national culture. The imagery of the Berlin Wall is unique as a central theme in the collective memory of the division of Europe and Germany. The construction and fall of the Berlin Wall are clearly unique and irreplaceable processes and events which shaped the history, the imagination and the memory of the world. This momentum culminated in the political process and the diplomatic success of ending the division of Germany, symbolised in the political treaty of 1990 nominated here.

The audio testimonies and the images are documentary heritage of the Cold War and, subsequently, the overcoming of the division of Europe. These pieces and the documented traces of the construction and the fall of the Wall are part of the historical evidence and narrative of the Cold War. As such, they constitute the material which provides the context for related historical research, analysis  and reflection.

4.3. Criteria of time, place, people, subject and theme, form and style 

Time: The Berlin Wall was built twelve years after the states of West and East Germany - the Federal Republic of Germany and the German Democratic Republic - were constituted. Literally and figuratively it reinforced the division between East and West in Germany and Europe. Although German reunification was achieved politically in 1990, the effects of the division of Germany and Europe can be felt up to today.
 
Place: Berlin was a focal point of the Cold War. Its four-power-status was a special arrangement which left enough room for manoeuvre. The Berlin Wall stabilized a fluid political situation and finalized the spheres of influence in Europe. The Wall became the single most important symbol of the Cold War.  The political status and the physical situation of the City of Berlin were of pivotal importance to East-West relations. 

People: The Berlin Wall sealed off all contacts between 17 million East Germans and 65 million West Germans. Contact, exchange and co-operation between families, friends and colleagues were made impossible or severely hampered. East Germans were denied civil rights and freedom. More than 900 East Germans were killed when trying to escape the regime of the German Democratic Republic. Thousands who applied for exit visas were harassed, interrogated, imprisoned, humiliated, and tortured. Numerous members of the opposition were forced to leave the country.

Subject/Theme: The Berlin Wall symbolises the political and economic ideologies that vied with each other world-wide during the Cold War. The Two-plus-Four-Treaty symbolises political will and process to overcome some of the results of the Second World War. 

Form and Style: As most of the physical construction of the Berlin Wall was destroyed after 1990, the public memory is very much based on the images and sounds. The 1990 Four-Plus-Two-treaty text follows the customary tradition of political treaties. However, given both the speed of its elaboration and the circumstances of its signing in September 1990 in Moscow, the original is done on simple typewriter paper.

Social Value: The images of the Fall of the Berlin Wall have become a symbol for democracy and personal freedom, a symbol of hope that change is possible without bloodshed

4.4. Issues of rarity, integrity, threat and management 
a) Integrity: The treaty text, the audio and film documents are the unchanged originals.
b) Rarity: Of the treaty text, the original is kept in Berlin. There is one copy per signatory power. The audio and film documents are the unchanged originals. 


5. Legal Information

5. Legal Information

5.1. Owner of the documentary heritage:

a) Radio Berlin Brandenburg (legacy of RIAS and SFB)
Mrs. Dagmar Reim, Director [Intendantin]
Masurenallee 8-14, D-14057 Berlin
Fon +49-30-30 31 10 00, Fax +49-30-30 15 062
www.rbb-online.de

b) Deutsches Rundfunkarchiv Frankfurt and Potsdam-Babelsberg
Mr. Hans-Gerhard Stülb, President [Vorstand]
Bertramstraße 8, D-60320 Frankfurt/M, 
Fon +49-69-15 687-0, Fax +49-69-15 687-100, e-mail: dra@hr-online.de
Dr. Peter-Paul Schneider, Director of Potsdam-Babelsberg, Deputy President
Marlene-Dietrich-Allee 20, D-14482 Potsdam-Babelsberg
Fon +49-331-58 12 103, Fax +49-331-58 12 199
e-mail dra@hr-online.de


c) German Foreign Office, Political Archives, Treaty Section 
Dr. Biewer, Head of Section 117
Referat 117
D-11013 Berlin
Fon +49-30-5000.20.49
e-mail 117-rl@auswaertiges-amt.de
5.2. Custodians  
Identical with the owners

5.3. Legal Status

a) Category of ownership: 
RBB and DRA own the audio, text and film documents. The German Foreign Office is the legal owner of the original treaty text.
b) Accessibility:
DRA's and RBB's documentary heritage is accessible to both specialised professional users and the public at large; samples of highly relevant documentation are made available through CD-ROMs and publications by DRA and partners. The 1990 treaty text can be shown on demand to visitors of the Foreign Office Political Archives. Occasionally, it is on display at exhibitions of the Foreign Office.

c) Copyright status: DRA and RBB hold the copyrights. Of the 1990 Two-plus-Four treaty, there is the original in Berlin and one copy per signatory power.

d) Responsible administration
All custodians maintain a professional staff, including curators, conservators, registrars, etc. The lawof Federal archives is applicable.

e) other factors: none

6. Management Plan
All the audio/film documents are maintained, presented and documented in accordance with international archive and museum standards. The original of the 1990 treaty text is in good conditions. It is preserved according to the provisions for international treaties of the Federal Archives laws.

7. Consultation 
The Memory of the World Nomination Committee, established in 1999 by the German Commission for UNESCO, shortlisted this nomination in 2003, resulting from a two-year-preparatory process. In-depth consultations were held in 2003 and 2004 with the nominators, external experts and at the sessions of the Nomination Committee. A tentative nomination was drafted in 2004, inviting for additional national and international feedback. The 2006 nomination results from these consultation processes,

Part B - Subsidiary Information
8 Assessment of Risk
There are no risks known at this point in time which might damage the nominated items.

9 Assessment of Preservation
All nominated items are in good conditions.

Part C - Lodgement 

This nomination is lodged by
Christine M. Merkel, Executive Secretary to the German MOW Nomination Committee


_________________________
Bonn, 30. 3. 2006 Christine M. Merkel


